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Spring Training: 


A Reason For Optimism 


by Kirk McNair 


Although there are still a 
couple of questions, this 
should be a good Tide 


o football coach worth a tenth of his 
Ne: contract would suggest at the 

end of spring training that his team 
is ready to play, but Alabama had a very, 
very productive spring practice. Going into 
the spring, Head Coach Gene Stallings said 
his concerns were the center position on of- 
fense, the secondary on defense and finding 
a punter. Generally, he wanted to come out 
of spring training knowing who the top two 
players were at each position in order to 
make preparations for pre-season practice, 
which begins in August. 

It would be an exaggeration to say that 
Alabama is a set team with no weaknesses, 
but most of the surprises of the spring were 
pleasant ones, competition was good, and 
progress was made in almost every area. 
Stallings probably does know the top two 
players at each position, and if he’s not sure 
it's the kind of problem a coach would want 
to have. There are a few positions where 
Alabama is more than two deep, a couple 
where the Tide is probably four deep with 
winning football players. 

Of the specific questions Stallings had 
prior to practice, the one not fully answered 
is center. Sophomore Michael “Bubba” Ray, a 
walk-on, back-up defensive lineman last 
year, made the move to center in the spring. 
He got most of the work and finished ahead 
of two freshmen, Matt Harrison and Chris 
Sign. However, junior John Causey, the 
starter through most of last season who was 
injured in the Citrus Bowl game, has made a 
good recovery after under going knee 
surgery and is expected to be ready to play 
in the fall. 

A sports axiom is that a team should be 
strong up the middle. While Stallings was 
concerned about center, Alabama will have 
new starters at three other up-the-middle of- 
fensive positions in 1995. Senior Brian 
Burgdorf had the better overall spring at 
quarterback, but in the A-Day Game soph 
Freddie Kitchens and freshman Warren 
Foust were the standouts. Fullback remains 
a small concern to Stallings. Sophomore Ed 


6 


Brian Burgdorf wasn’t the most outstanding quarterback in the A-Day Game, but the upcoming senior 
had the best overall spring and will be the leading candidate to replace Jay Barker this fall. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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Scissum was top man throughout the spring, 
with converted linebacker Trevis Smith, a 
freshman, moving ahead of returning letter- 
man Taurus Turner for the back-up spot. 
The fullbacks didn't have much running or 
pass-catching work in the spring, but the 
best blockers will have a chance to hone 
those skills in the fall. 

The running back spot, where Sherman 
Williams took care of almost all the work 
last year, appears to be a position where 
there will be shared responsibility this sea- 
son. Junior Brian Steger and sophomore 
Dennis Riddle were both very impressive 
throughout the spring, while freshman 
Montoya Madden was better than advertised 
and sophomore Curtis Alexander began to 
make a move late in the spring. 


here wasn’t much concern about the 

[ wide receiver spots going into the 
spring since the top two men at both 

split end and flanker were back. As a bonus, 
all four showed improvement. Most notable 
in improving was back-up flanker junior 
Marcell West. “He's always had that great 
speed, and now he’s catching the ball bet- 
ter,” Stallings noted in calling West one of 
the most pleasant surprises of the spring. 


ASU ULENTUUOW] GAAINISS 
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YOU HAVE A CHOICE OF HOME/AWAY, 


If There Were Awards, These Might Win 
n 1994, Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings discontinued the practice of having the 
[= assistant coaches cite various players for excellence and/or improvement in spring 
training. However, that doesn’t mean the award winners can’t be picked by someone else. 

Although these are not official and not as authoritative as if they had been picked by the 
Crimson Tide staff, here’s a guess at who might have won the awards: 

Lee Roy Jordan Headhunter Award: Defensive end Darrell Blackburn. 

Jerry Duncan | Like To Practice Award: This is a myth. No one likes spring practice (and 
Duncan didn't either when he played in the early 1960s). The most accurate winner ever was| 
probably the one selected by Ray Perkins’ staff in 1986, when it was awarded to placekicker 
Van Tiffin. 

Billy Neighbors Most Improved Defensive Lineman Award: Tackle Eric Kerley. 

Woodrow Lowe Most Improved Linebacker Award: Middle linebacker Fernando Davis. 

Bobby Johns Most Improved Defensive Back Award: Strong safety Andre Short. 

Paul Crane Most Improved Offensive Lineman Award: Center Michael Ray. 

Ray Perkins Most Improved Receiver Award: Flanker Marcell West. 

Johnny Musso Most Improved Offensive Back Award: Quarterback Brian Burgdorf. 

Ozzie Newsome Most Improved Freshman Award: Tailback Montoya Madden. 

Coach Bear Bryant Best Walk-On Award: Cornerback Tracy High. 

Lifter of the Year (for the strongest player): Shannon Brown. 

There were two awards presented, those selected by the media near the conclusion of the A- 
Day Game. They were: 

Dwight Stephenson Most Valuable Lineman In A-Day Game Award: Defensive end Chris 
Hood. 

Dixie Howell Memorial Award (presented to the outstanding player in the A-Day Game): 
Flanker Toderick Malone. 


—Kirk McNair] 
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Senior Toderick Malone probably had the 
least impressive spring of the returning let- 
termen, but then won the Dixie Howell 
Award as the most outstanding player in the 
A-Day Game. Both split ends, seniors Curtis 
Brown and Chad Key, were sure-handed. 

One of the few injuries of the spring oc- 
curred to freshman split end Calvin Hall, 
who broke his foot. He should be fine by 
August. Freshman guard Josh Swords did 
not do as well in the spring as he had last 
fall on the scout team, but midway through 
drills it was determined he, too, had suffered 
a broken bone, an ankle. Although other 
players—tackle Joel Holliday and quarterback 
Brian Burgdorf, for instance—missed a day or 
two of practice, there were no other serious 
injuries. There was some concern about 
strong safety Andre Short, who suffered an 
apparent knee injury in the A-Day Game, 
but Short recovered quickly and will not 
have to under go surgery. Junior defensive 
end Darrell Blackburn missed the A-Day 
Game with a virus. In addition to Causey, 
senior defensive end Elverett Brown missed 
spring work after under going surgery on 
his ankle, but he, too, is expected to be 100 
per cent in the fall. 

Tight end is one position where there was 
a disappointment, but it wasn't related to 
football. Returning co-starter junior Patrick 
Hape missed the final half of drills after 
being arrested for driving while intoxicated. 
Returning defensive tackle starter senior 
Matt Parker was arrested with Hape for in- 
terfering in a government operation. In a 
separate incident, senior Rondi Gibson, a 
back-up tailback and returning starter as a 
kickoff return man, was arrested for driving 
while intoxicated. Parker and Gibson joined 
Hape on the sidelines through the spring. 


Brian Steger is larger than the average running 
back, tipping the scales at about 240. He has a 
chance to be Alabama's starter in 1995, in part 
because he went through the spring without the 
fumbles that caused his coaches so much con- 
sternation last year. 


Barry Fikes Photo 

All are expected to return to the team in 
August. 

With Hape out, the tight end work was 

shared by returning co-starter Tony Johnson, 


Want to Know What Champions Look Like? 
Then Order the “Future Tiders” Video 


No school wins football championships like the Alabama Crimson Tide. 
To see which top football prospects decided to become a part of the 
championship tradition (and why Alabama coaches believe they can help 
Alabama continue to be Dixie’s Football Pride and among the nation’s 
finest football teams) order “Future Tiders.” This 30-minute videotape 
features game action of Alabama's 13 high school football signees and is 
available only from ’BaMA MAGAzINE. Available for a LIMITED TIME! 
Use the order blank on Page 3 or call credit card orders to (205) 345-5074 
during business hours (9 a.m.-5 p.m. CT) or FAX orders to (205) 345-1260. 


Each video is $19.95 plus $4 shipping and handling. 
Alabama residents must include $1.20 tax per tape. (Cost to Alabama residents: $25.15.) 


a senior, and sophomore Rod Rutledge. 
Rutledge proved last year to be a fine block- 
er and this spring was able to show off his 
pass-catching and running skills. The arrest 
of Hape ended any hope of two possible 
spring experiments: Hape at another posi- 
tion, perhaps fullback; and Johnson getting 
some work at wide receiver. 

The offensive line, sporting a rookie center 
and two other newcomers among the start- 
ing five, had mostly bad days against 
Alabama's defensive front, but it’s likely most 
opposing offensive lines this year will have 
similar difficulties. Nevertheless, there were 
encouraging signs and good competition at 
both tackle and guard. Senior Kareem 
McNeal, a starter at right tackle last year, 
moved to left tackle in the spring and had a 
struggle, but the move of McNeal meant that 
junior Pete DiMario moved up to number 
one at right tackle, and he had an excellent 
spring. Three others-sophomores Joel 
Holliday and Chris Jordan and freshman 
Sage Spree-are in the mix for plenty of 1995 
playing time. 

(Left tackle is considered a far more diffi- 
cult position to play than right tackle be- 
cause the best pass rusher usually comes 
from the defensive right side and because 
the tight end usually lines up on the offen- 
sive right side. Therefore, the left tackle has 
responsibility for the best pass rusher with- 
out benefit of an assist from the tight end.) 

There's also good competition at guard 
where returning starter senior Maurice 
Belser was in a fight to keep his job from ju- 
nior Laron White, who shifted from right 
guard. Sophomore Will Friend finished the 
spring ahead of junior Jeremy Pennington at 
right guard. White, Friend and Pennington 
all worked at both guard spots. 
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of the spring that when an offense 

goes up against a great defense, it's 

going to have a hard time. “And our defense 
is a great team,” he said. 

Two junior transfers made a significant 

difference. While Alabama lost three starters 

in the secondary, the work of Kevin Jackson 


S tallings pointed out during the course 


A-Day Game, played before perhaps 25,000 fans (the estimate 

of 37,323 was high) on a beautiful day at Bryant-Denny 
Stadium. Unlike most spring games, Alabama's had a touch of drama. 
More than half the scoring took place in the final two minutes as the 
White scored with 26 seconds to play to take a 16-10 win over the 
Crimson. 

Crimson wide receiver Toderick Malone made four pass receptions 
for 110 yards, including one for 54 yards, to win the Dixie Howell 
Award as the outstanding player in the game. Redshirt freshman de- 
fensive end Chris Hood turned in five primary tackles and three as- 
sisted tackles, two sacks, a quarterback pressure and one tackle for 
lost yardage to win the Dwight Stephenson Most Outstanding 
Lineman Award. 

It appears that the main objective of the A-Day Game may have 
been achieved. Since most of the practice work occurs in the 14 
practices prior to the spring game, it is the hope of the coaches that 
no one will be seriously injured when the Crimson meets the While 
to conclude spring drills. Although back-up strong safety Andre 
Short suffered a knee injury in the game, it was not serious. After a 
few days of rehabilitation it was determined that surgery would not 
be necessary. 

Beyond that injury, things were mostly positive on A-Day as they 
had been throughout the spring. Quickly getting the negatives be- 
hind would be starting center John Causey and back-up defensive 
lineman Elverett Brown being injured and unable to participate in 
spring practice, returning starters right end Patrick Hape and defen- 
sive tackle Matt Parker and back-up tailback Rondi Gibson being ar- 
rested and missing the second half of spring drills, the broken foot 
suffered by redshirt freshman split end Calvin Hall, and defensive end 
Darrell Blackburn being ill Saturday and unable to participate in the 
A-Day Game. 

However, the positives far out-weigh the negatives. And included 
among the positives is that all of the above should be returning full 
speed in the fall. 

Redshirt freshman quarterback Warren Foust switched from the 
Crimson team to the White squad with the White trailing 10-9 with 
1:44 seconds to play and led the White to a game-winning touch- 
down, Bama went 65 yards in six plays — none of them passes — for 
the winning points, tailback Brian Steger went over from a yard out 
for the decisive touchdown. Earlier Steger had scored on a 62-yard 
pass play — most of it a running play — from Lance Tucker. Steger 
had eight runs for 46 yards and three pass receptions for 73 yards to 
lead the White attack. 

The Crimson, which got a very good game from quarterback 
Freddie Kitchens, particularly when he was throwing to his old high 
school teammate, Malone, seemed to have rallied for the win when it 
drove 68 yards in nine plays to take a 10-9 lead. Kitchens took it in 
from a yard out for the score. The big play was a Kitchens pass to 
Chad Key for 43 yards to the White 14. Although Brian Burgdorf has 


A labama finished spring training April 15 with the traditional 
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at strong safety and Jeremy Pruitt at safety 
removed much of the concern about the de- 
fensive backfield. Another transfer (from 
last fall), senior Brad Ford, picked up where 
he left off late last season and solidified the 
left cornerback position. The lone returning 
starter, soph Deshea Townsend, is an all-star 
type at right cornerback. As a bonus, neither 


How The White Won The A-Day Game 


Jackson nor Pruitt was ordinarily listed first 
team in the spring. Soph Andre Short had a 
fine spring at strong safety, while junior 
Cedric Samuel (who also worked at right 
cornerback) was the number one weak 
(free) safety). Junior walk-on Tracy High (a 
cousin of Townsend) was the top back-up al 
left cornerback, while freshman Owen 


been the top quarterback throughout the spring, Kitchens was clearly 
the top man Saturday. He completed 12 of 20 passes for 230 yards 
compared to Burgdorf hitting on only three of 12 passes for only 11 
yards and suffering an interception. 

The leading rusher in the game was Foust, who had three runs for 
12 yards playing for the Crimson, then ran twice for 38 yards for the 
White. His 33-yard scamper on the winning touchdown drive was 
also the longest run of the game. However, Foust was unsuccessful 
on both his pass attempts, and had one intercepted. The other quar- 
terback, Lance Tucker, had a very good few minutes, completing four 
of seven passes (including the 62-yarder to Steger that was mostly a 
run) for 78 yards. 

Dennis Riddle led the Crimson rushing attack with 16 carries for 
43 yards, while Montoya Madden had 10 carries for 26 yards. Curtis 
Alexander had his second good Saturday of work, rushing eight times 
for 33 yards for the White. Alexander also had three pass receptions 
for nine yards, but the most noticed pass to him was one he dropped 
in the open field, 

William Watts was good on a 22-yard field goal for the Crimson, 
but missed tries from 35 and 51, while Michael Proctor hit his only 
attempt for the White, a 42-yarder. 

There were no kickoffs in the game and punting did not include a 
hard rush or returns. However, the punters both did well. Hayden 
Stockton kicked four times for a 46.8-yard average with a long boot 
of 58 yards for the Crimson, while Daniel Pope had six punts for a 
42.8-yard average with a long punt of 54 yards for the White. 

The Tucker to Steger pass gave the White a 6-0 lead in the second 
quarter. Proctor’s extra point kick attempt was blocked by Shannon 
Brown. Watts’ field goal following the first drive of the second half 
cut the lead to 6-3, but Proctor’ field goal on the ensuing drive made 
it 9-3. Then the real offense started with 7:16 to play in the game. 
Madden had two runs for a first down and then Kitchens hooked up 
with Key to the White 14. Three Riddle runs made it first down at the 
four and three plays later Kitchens knifed in. Watts’ extra point gave 
the Crimson the lead with 1:44 to play. 

It took Foust, who changed teams for the final drive, only a minute 
and 18 seconds to put up the winning points. His first two plays he 
had to scramble. The first was for only four yards, but the second was 
for 33 to the Crimson 27. Two plays later Steger blasted up the mid- 
dle for 18 yards and a first down at the four. Two more plays and 
Steger went in from a yard out. 

In addition to Hood having eight tackles for the White, tackle Ozell 
Powell and middle linebacker Fernando Davis turned in seven each 
and cornerback Tracy High and outside linebacker Steven Harris six 
each. Cornerback Deshea Townsend turned in a pass interception. 
For the Crimson, outside linebacker Dwayne Rudd had a game-high 
10 tackles with middle linebacker Tyrell Buckner getting seven and 
outside linebacker Paul Pickett and defensive end Kelvin Moore get- 
ting five each. Cornerback Owen Winston had an interception. 

-Kirk McNair 


Winston worked with Samuel behind 
Townsend. Look for senior Eric Turner to be 
the nickel back. 

Bama’s defensive front benefits from skill, 
depth, and experience. And probably from hay- 
ing gained confidence in the 4-3 defense, the 
alignment Alabama adopted last season follow- 
ing years of success with the 34. The Tide was 
slow starting on defense last fall, but should be 
a strength from the beginning in 1995. 

Although the Tide was without senior end 
Elverett Brown all spring and senior tackle 
Matt Parker for half the spring, there was no 
shortage of bodies up front. Senior end Vann 
Bodden showed no ill effects of injuries that 
sidelined him late last year and redshirt 
freshman Chris Hood (winner of the Dwight 
Stephenson Award as the top lineman in the 
A-Day Game) showed why he was men- 
tioned so frequently for his work on the 
scout team last fall. And neither of them is 
listed number one. Although he missed the 
A-Day Game, junior Darrell Blackburn had 
an exceptional spring at right end. And ju- 
nior Kelvin Moore, like Blackburn a former 
linebacker who has grown into a defensive 
lineman, is solid at left end. 

Three of the most improved players in the 
spring were defensive tackles Bryan 
Thornton, a senior; Ozell Powell, a junior; 
and Eric Kerley, a sophomore. And Shannon 
Brown, a senior, is a sure all-star candidate. 
The return of Parker in the fall will make 
tackle a strong position. 


OFFENSE 


Left Tackle-—Kareem McNeal, Sage Spree 
Left Guard—Will Friend, Maurice Belser 


Lance Tucker 


Alexander, (Rondi Gibson) 


Placekicker—Michael Proctor, William Watts 
Snapper—Chester Lewis 
Holder—Lance Tucker 
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Split End—Curtis Brown, Chad Key, (Calvin Hall) 


Center—Michael Ray, Matt Harrison, Chris Sign, John Causey) 
Right Guard—Laron White, Jeremy Pennington, (Josh Swords) 
Right Tackle—Pete DiMario, Joel Holliday, Chris Jordan 

Tight End-Rod Rutledge, Tony Johnson, (Patrick Hape) 
Quarterback—Brian Burgdorf, Freddie Kitchens, Warren Foust, 


Fullback—Ed Scissum, Trevis Smith, Taurus Turner 
Halfback—Dennis Riddle, Brian Steger, Montoya Madden, Curtis 


Flanker—Toderick Malone, Marcell West, John David Phillips 


Never Let The Facts Get 


In The Way Of A Story 

labama fans who are readers of 
Aw Atlanta Journal-Constitulion 

have long believed they weren't al- 
ways getting the correct story about the 
Crimson Tide. A ’BAMA subscriber sent an 
Alabama spring football update from the 
April 11 issue of the newspaper. How 
many facts can you find that are wrong in 
the first three sentences of the article? 

“Senior Brian Burgdorf is slightly ahead 

of junior Freddie Kitchens in the battle for 
the starting QB job vacated by Jay Barker. 
The fullback spot is a concern as Dennis 
Riddle, Ken Scissum and Brian Steger are 
even. The running back spot will be 
manned by Tarrant Lynch, who ran behind 
Sherman Williams in '94...” 


In between the line and the secondary are 
the linebackers, over a dozen of them for 
three positions, Bama coaches believe that 
junior Ralph Staten, who moved from weak- 
side to strongside this spring, and sopho- 
more Dwayne Rudd, who moved up to first 
team at weakside, can be All-America. In 
the middle is the returning starter, a three- 
year regular, senior John Walters. Rudd is 
backed by one of the most improved players 
from last year, freshman Steve Harris, junior 
Lamont Floyd, and freshman Tito Smith. 
One of the best battles of the spring was for 
the back-up spot behind Walters, where ju- 


Guess At A Depth Chart Following Spring Practice 


A primary goal for Alabama Head Football Coach Gene Stallings was to have a good idea of the top two players at each position when spring 
training ended. And he said he thought he had succeeded in that goal. There were a few missing in action for all or part of spring drills, and 
some or all of them are likely to work themselves into the two-deep chart when fall work begins in August. Those players are in parenthesis in 
this depth chart. For a few, it will be a matter of overcoming injury. For a few others, it will be a matter of getting back into Stallings’ good 
graces, Additionally, the depth chart will likely change in August owing to academics, the summer off season work (or lack of) by returning 
players, and by the influx of new players. Additionally, there could be some more position changes based on spring work, although that type 
of experimentation is ordinarily done in the spring. Also, in looking at this depth chart keep in mind that more than one player is on first 
team at several positions. Finally, remember Stallings doesn’t release a depth chart. This is our guess based on observation of spring training. 


niors Fernando Davis and Tyrell Buckner 
both get high marks for improvement. And 
freshman Granison Wagstaff shows promise. 
Staten is backed by sophomore Paul Pickett 
(who had a great 1994 spring, but only a so- 
so 1994 fall), junior John Tanks, and fresh- 
man Eddie Hunter. 


he kicking game got more work than 
[ usual this spring, but the overall 
work of special teams will wait until 
fall. The snappers, Jackson Cook on punts 
and Chester Lewis on placekicks, are back. 
Michael Proctor is an All-America caliber 
placekicker (although he was pushed by 
former kickoff specialist William Watts). 
Back-up quarterback Lance Tucker should 
be a good holder. The primary question of 
the spring in special teams work was 
punter, and the problem for Stallings is that 
he has two. Junior Hayden Stockton has the 
advantage of getting the ball away quickly 
(he’s a college rarity, a two-step punter). 
Freshman Daniel Pope has the ability to 
launch one, high and long. Look for 
Stockton to win the job to start 1995, but 
prepare to see Pope in the future. 

The key to 1995 is probably not personnel 
or coaching or schemes. It is whether 
Alabama can overcome the loss of leaders 
like Jay Barker and Tommy Johnson. And 
every team has its chemistry. It remains to 
be seen how the mix will turn out for this 
Crimson Tide. 


DEFENSE 


Left End-Kelvin Moore, Chris Hood, Edgar Walker, (Elverett Brown) 


Left Tackle—Ozell Powell, Bryan Thornton, (Matt Parker) 
Right Tackle-Shannon Brown, Eric Kerley 


Smith 


Right End—Darrell Blackburn, Kendrick Burton, Vann Bodden 
Strongside Linebacker—Ralph Staten, Paul Pickett, John Tanks, Tito 


Middle Linebacker—John Walters, Tyrell Buckner, Fernando Davis, 
Chris Edwards, Granison Wagstaff 


Weakside Linebacker—-Dwayne Rudd, Steve Harris, Lamont Floyd, 


Eddie Hunter 
Left Cornerback—Brad Ford, Tracy High 


Right Cornerback—Deshea Townsend, Owen Winston 


Strong Safety—Kevin Jackson, Andre Short, Eric Turner 


Safety—Jeremy Pruitt, Cedric Samuel 
Punter—Hayden Stockton, Daniel Pope 


Snapper—Jackson Cook 
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here is no right way to schedule. Alabama, as all Southeastern 
I Conference football teams, automatically has a representative 
schedule by virtue of having eight league games. Among SEC 
teams, some throw in one or two high-profile games, but most load 
up with three games expected to be victories. Alabama is definitely in 
the “looking for three Ws” camp. The Crimson Tide hasn't had a de- 
cent name non-conference opponent since former Athletics Director 
Steve Sloan elected to end the Penn State series at the conclusion of 
the 1990 season. 

In the past, Alabama Athletics Director Hootie Ingram has indicated 
he wants to have three home games in non-conference competition 
so that Alabama has at least seven home games each year, the better 
to balance the budget. This year, a $22 ticket for non-conference 
games gets you a look at Southern Miss, North Carolina State and 
North Texas. Next year you'll only get tickets for two non-conference 
games, old standby Southern Miss and a real yawner, Bowling Green 
to open the season on August 31. Contrary to earlier reports, the 
North Carolina State series is a two-game set, and Alabama will have 
to get by with only six home games in 1996 since Bama is scheduled 
to play at Raleigh. 

North Carolina State isn’t a horrible choice for a non-conference 
opponent. The Wolfpack did go to the Peach Bowl and beat 
Mississippi State last year. But it’s telling that North Carolina State 
will be Bama’s Homecoming opponent this year. 

Because of television possibilities on other games, the North 
Carolina State game is the only one for which a definite time has been 
set. It will be at 2:30 CDT. 

North Carolina State is obviously in a different situation than 
Alabama. In a recent edition of The Wolfpacker, a publication cover- 
ing North Carolina State sports, Head Coach Mike O’Cain discussed 
his team’s schedule. Asked what his team would get out of playing 
Alabama, he said, “It gives you a chance to match your performance 
against one of the best football programs in the country. It's an excit- 
ing time. It's an opportunity for our players to go down and play 
against one of the better teams and programs in the country.” 

Asked if his team can win a game like that, O’Cain said, “I expect to 
go there and win, yes, To say our program is the same caliber as 
Alabama’, at this point in time, I'm not sure that's the case. But that 
doesn’t mean that you can’t win. I think Alabama's program has such a 
tradition that it is probably one of the top five programs in the country. 
1 don't think people look at N.C. State as one of the top five programs 
in the country. Their program has been built over many years. Our pro- 
gram is not new, but it doesn’t have the tradition that Alabama has right 
now. Hopefully, we'll get there. Yes, | believe we can go down there and 
compete with Alabama. | believe we can compete with anybody in the 
country. You don’t want to fill your schedule up with those kinds of 
folks, but, yes, we are getting to the point where we can compete.” 

O'Cain added, “I like having one game, a marquee kind of game that 
you're going to have to play your rear end off to win it and the odds 
probably aren't with you. That's the way to improve your program.” 

(Incidentally, when O'Cain was a high school prep star he was re- 
cruited to Clemson by then Head Coach Hootie Ingram.) 


orth Texas is this year's lightweight on the Alabama schedule. 

Last year the Tide played Chattanooga. The reason for those 

games is not something to brag about. Alabama's explanation 
is that Louisiana Tech, another lesser light which had been on the 
Tide schedule, asked out of the series in order to play games in its 
conference. 

The North Texas game was originally scheduled for Birmingham, one 
of three the Tide is contracted to play in Legion Field. However, that 
game will be in Tuscaloosa because Legion Field was committed to the 
annual Magic City Classic, Alabama State vs. Alabama A&M, on October 
28. That means Alabama will play only two games in Birmingham, the 
fewest in Legion Field since 1958, Paul Bryants first year. 

Perhaps the most notable aspect of Alabama's 1995 football schedule 
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1995 Alabama Football Schedule 


DATE OPPONENT SITE 
Sept. 2 Vanderbilt Nashville 
Sept. 9 Southern Mississippi Birmingham 
Sept. 16 Arkansas Tuscaloosa 
Sept. 30 Georgia Athens 
Oct. 7 North Carolina State Tuscaloosa 
Oct. 14 Tennessee Birmingham 
Oct. 21 Mississippi Oxford 
Oct. 28 North Texas Tuscaloosa 
Nov. 4 LSU Tuscaloosa 
Novy. 11 Mississippi State Tuscaloosa 
Nov. 18 Auburn Auburn 
SEC Championship Game 
Dec. 2 TBA Atlanta 


1996 Alabama Football Schedule 


DATE OPPONENT SITE 
Aug. 31 Bowling Green Birmingham 
Sept. 7 Southern Miss Birmingham 


Sept. 14 Vanderbilt Tuscaloosa 
Sept. 21 Arkansas Little Rock 
Sept. 28 North Carolina State Raleigh 
Oct. 5 Kentucky Tuscaloosa 
Oct, 19 Tennessee Knoxville 
Oct. 26 Ole Miss Tuscaloosa 
Nov. 9 LSU Baton Rouge 
Nov. 16 Mississippi State Starkville 
Noy. 23 Auburn Birmingham 
SEC Championship Game 


Dec. 7 


is that for the first time since Alabama and Tennessee started playing 
annually on the Third Saturday in October (the most tradition-rich 
date for the South's greatest rivalry), the SEC schedule-makers have put 
the game on the second Saturday in October, on October 14. Although 
it would have been a simple matter to switch a couple of games and 
keep the Tide and Vols on the third Saturday, no effort was made by ei- 
ther school to preserve the tradition. The conference now makes the 
league schedule on the basis of number of weeks back from the SEC 
Championship Game, scheduled this year for December 2 in Atlanta. 

That's one reason Alabama will finish its season on the earliest date 
in modern history, meeting Auburn in Auburn on November 18. 

Although Bama's schedule is not going to be considered one of the 
more difficult in the nation this year, upcoming Tide opponents did 
post a combined record of 70-51-3 last year, a winning percentage of 
57.6. Alabama played nine of those teams a year ago, defeating all 
nine of them. Take out Alabama's wins over the teams on this year's 
schedule and last year the combined mark of the 1995 opponents was 
70-42-3, a winning mark of 62.2 per cent. 

The Tide has an all-time winning record against every 1995 opponent 
except North Texas as this will be the first meeting between Bama and 
the Eagles, who will be in Division 1A for the first time this season. 

~Kirk McNair 


TBA TBA 
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Rondi Gibson: 


He’s Been A Travelin’ Man 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Senior tailback has played 
several posititions, and at 
both Auburn and Bama 


ondi Gibson has been a travelin’ man, 
R: more ways than one. As he ap- 

proaches his senior season, Gibson is 
a football player who has seen a lot of prac- 
tice time on both sides of the ball, and on 
both sides of the state. However, he has not 
had the game success his prep credentials 
might have suggested, in part because of the 
twists and turns his career has taken. 

Gibson was one of the state’s top football 
prospects following his senior season at T.R. 
Miller High School in Brewton in 1990. The 
four-year starter at tailback rushed for 2,218 
yards and 22 touchdowns in earning first 
team all-state as a senior. Coupled with a 
3.26 grade point average, he was a top 
prospect of all the Southeastern Conference 
schools plus the likes of Notre Dame, 
Florida State and Southern Cal. 

Gibson had decided prior to his senior year 
to attend Alabama. However, when Bill Curry 
left Bama for Kentucky, Gibson changed his 
mind. “I was recruited by Walter Lewis (an 
assistant under Curry and a former Tide star 
from Brewton) and was planning on coming 
to Alabama when Coach Curry was here,” 
Gibson said. “But when there was the coach- 
ing change here, I didn’t really know any- 
thing about the ‘new Alabama.’ But I did 
know a little bit about Auburn. Also, 
Anthony Redmon, a fellow | played with in 
high school, had signed with Auburn.” 

Gibson was redshirted as a freshman at 
Auburn, playing tailback for the scout team. 
In the spring of 1992 he moved to defensive 
back and played almost every snap in 
Auburn's spring game. However, when he 
returned to Auburn in the fall, he found he 
had been moved to wide receiver. He did 
play in four games at wide receiver and on 
kickoff returns, but by mid-season he left 
the team. 

“Things were starting to get a little confus- 
ing and I thought I needed to get to a place 
where I would feel a little more comfort- 
able,” Gibson said. “My mother called 
Coach (Woody) McCorvey and told him | 
was interested in transferring to Alabama. 
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Rondi Gibson (37) has seen a little practice time at wide receiver and defensive back, but he came to 
Alabama as a tailback and he’s now working at that position against tough competition. Thus far, 
Gibson, an upcoming senior, has had most of his action as a member of the Tide special teams, partic- 


ularly as a kickoff return man. 


Coach McCorvey got it cleared with Coach 
Stallings. When | first met Coach Stallings I 
was impressed by him. He's not a fake per- 
son. What you see is what you get. | already 
knew Coach McCorvey and a lot of the play- 
ers here, so I decided to come to Alabama. 
Gibson walked on at Alabama in the 
spring of 1993 and, as a transfer, had to sit 
out a year. Two years later, he still does not 
have a scholarship. And, as at Auburn, he 
has seen only limited playing time and he 
has been moved from position to position. 


ibson came to Alabama expecting to 
be a tailback, just as he had when he 


started at Auburn. He performed with 


Barry Fikes Photo 


the scout team at tailback in 1993, then was 
switched to defense, then back to offense as a 
wide receiver prior to the 1904 season. This 
spring he was back at running back. And he 
has been a part of the Alabama special teams. 

“We first moved Rondi to wide receiver 
because at that time we had a lack of depth 
at that position,” McCorvey said. “We 
thought he could contribute the most there. 
But he didn’t play very much at wide receiv- 
er, just a few snaps here and there. 

“Rondi is more of a runner than he is a re- 
ceiver. So this spring we moved him back to 
tailback.” 

There's no lack of competition for Gibson 
at tailback with the likes of Brian Steger, 
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Dennis Riddle, Curtis Alexander and 
Montoya Madden all listed in front of 
Gibson. 


And Gibson didn't help himself when he 
was arrested on a charge of driving while in- 
toxicated during spring break. 

Oddly, the lack of position stability at 
Alabama hasn't bothered Gibson like it did 
at Auburn. “At Auburn I felt somewhat pres- 
sured to change positions,” he said. “Here I 
was just asked. The coaches left it up to me. 
And | always told them I'd try it.” 

Gibson finds the environment at The 
University “more relaxed and laid back. You 
have the opportunity to develop yourself as 
a person.” 

One thing that is similar to his Auburn 
football career is the lack of playing time 
Gibson has accumulated at Bama. Although 
he saw action in every game last season, it 
was all on special teams. He played on the 
punt coverage teams and the kickoff return 
teams. As a kickoff return man he had six 
runbacks for 122 yards, second only to 
Marcell West for the Tide in that category. 
He had long returns of 23 yards, against 
both Tulane and Georgia. Half of his return 
work came against Georgia, three runbacks 
for 64 yards. 

The 5-11, 196-pounder has excellent 
speed, having been timed at 4.33 seconds in 
the 40-yard dash. He is also strong for his 
size, turning in a 325-pound bench press 
and a 465-pound squat. 


ibson isn’t affected by his many po- 
G:= changes. “I've been moved 
around so much that I pretty much 
know the basics of all three positions (tail- 
back, flanker, cornerback),” he said. “I hope 
that if given an opportunity I'll be able to 


Elephant 
Shirt 


This fine all-cotton 
pique knit shirt 
offered in red, white, 
navy, black or teal. 
Sizes L, XL, XXL. 
$37.50 plus shipping. 
No sales tax on out-of- 
state orders. 

Call toll free. 
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produce.” 

It's almost a certainty he'll continue to be a 
primary member of Alabama's kickoff return 
squad, particularly with Sherman Williams 
having graduated. 

He said he has no regrets about the course 
of his football career. “It really hasn't been 
disappointing because | learned a lot about 
myself and a lot about life. 1 don’t think you 
can look at everything as being success or 
failure. 1 think you have to take what you're 
given and work with it.” 

He even finds the silver lining in the 
clouds of two lost seasons. “During my red- 
shirt year at Auburn, | grew up a lot,” he 
said. “It takes a lot of discipline to get up 
three days a week to lift weights and run 
and then go to class, practice, and keep up 
with the school work. | had to manage my 
ume. 

“When I sat out after transferring, | 
learned a lot. | watched the other players 
and listened to the coaches. 

“I never got down on myself because | 
wasn't getting to play. | think if you keep a 
positive attitude that something good is 
bound to come out of it. 1 think my time 
will come, and very soon.” 

No matter how much Gibson plays this 
season, he is happy he came to The 
Capstone. He will graduate next year in 
Health and Human Performance, then plans 
a career either in teaching or fitness manage- 
ment. “Just working with the guys here and 
those who have been through this program 
has been a lot of fun,” he said. “I feel a lot 
more comfortable and relaxed here, and 
that’s something money can’t buy. 

“So even though I'm paying for my educa- 
tion, I still wouldn't trade what I’m doing for 
anything.” 
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Brad Ford: 


His Dream Is Already Fulfilled 


junior in 1994, Unfortunately, he was unable 
to join the team until well after fall practices 
had gotten under way as it was necessary for 
him to complete some summer school work 
to gain his junior college degree, a prerequi- 
site for eligibility. 

There was a reason for the delay in Ford 
reaching The University. At Dadeville, where 
he played for Coach Philip Baker, he was 
very small. Now he's up to reasonable defen- 
sive back size, 5-10, 170. And he has excel- 
lent speed and quickness. 

Ford's career took off quickly, as he earned 
a starting nod against Vanderbilt in the sec- 
ond game of the season. However, his pro- 
gression slowed. He finished the ’94 season 
with 13 tackles, two pass breakups and 
played a total of 192 snaps. By the end of the 
season, Ford remained instrumental on spe- 
cial teams and in the Tide’s nickel coverage 
situations. 

According to coaches and admitted by 
Ford himself, last year he may have played 
too much too soon, damaging his confi- 
dence. “I don’t even look back to last year,” 
Ford said. “I do look forward to this year be- 
cause I know | have a lot to prove; that I can 
play division 1 football. 

“Confidence has to be there. When you go 
in you've got to know the plays, and when | 
went in | knew some of them but not all, 
and my confidence went down. It took me a 
while to get my confidence back. By missing 
spring practice and two-a-days, that hurt 
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by Craig Threlkeld 


Former Dadeville prep star 
took junior college route to 
play for the Crimson Tide 


roving itself worthy of accolades is 
Posmetin with which the Alabama 

football team is quite familiar. As the 
Tide rambled through its 12th national 
championship season, it wasn't until the end 
of 1992 and the beginning of a new year 
that Alabama showed that it was indeed 
worthy. 

In 1992, as the Tide was busy accumulat- 
ing 13 consecutive wins and a national 
crown, Brad Ford was earning honors of his 
own. A senior defensive back in ‘92, Ford 
was voted all-area and all-state for his play 
at Dadeville High School. As an Alabama 
native, Ford always wanted to attend and 
play football for The University of Alabama. 

“I always wanted to play for Alabama,” 
Ford said. “It was a childhood dream. | 
didn’t mind if | started or not, as long as | 
played. And now no one can take that away 
from me.” 

However, the fulfillment of Ford's dream 
was not immediate. Bypassing The Capstone 
for two years at Fresno City Community 
College in California, Ford became a stand- 
out there before finally joining the Tide as a 
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me. But 1 thought I did pretty good in the 
chances | did get to play last year.” 


hances look plentiful for Ford, as he 
) held the starting job at right corner- 

back throughout spring practice. 
Ford attributes his growth to Assistant 
Coach Bill Oliver, whom Ford said is a 
tremendous teacher. 

“It seems like you know everything once 
you gel in the game,” Ford said. “The week 
of the Florida game was the toughest week 
of my life playing football. But once | got in 
the game and in front of the crowd, even 
with all of the hype, it felt like just another 
day at the office. He wants you to perform at 
your peak, and the only way to do it is to be 
so intense during the week of practice.” 

As a junior college player, Ford was a 
standout. Voted all-conference in both sea- 
sons at Fresno, he also earned junior college 
All-America honors in 1993. Ford recorded 
six interceptions and one touchdown return 
in his two seasons at Fresno, and he played 
in the Producers Dairy Bowl in 1992 and 
‘93, intercepting a pass in each contest, and 
was named MVP of the 1993 game. 

Entering a program with such accolades 
and the subsequent expectations are pres- 
sure enough. But in Ford's case, the hits just 
kept on coming. As a senior, Ford finds him- 
self in the position of replacing former Tide 
standout Tommy Johnson at cornerback, a 
reminder that he cannot escape. 

“| hear that every day,” Ford said. “When 
people ask me what position I play and | tell 
them defensive back, they automatically say, 
‘Those are some big shoes to fill.’ It is true, 
because they were good athletes. But | just 
keep going and work hard every day. As 
long as | feel happy about myself, 1 don't 
worry about what anyone else says.” 

As a junior, Ford said when he wasn't on 
the field he took every advantage of playing 
behind Johnson. “I learned a lot just from 
watching techniques,” Ford said. “Even the 
little things like the way they acted when 
someone caught a pass on them. Watching 
Tommy and talking with Mickey Conn 
helped me a lot last year. Tommy always told 
me to just go in and play your best, and if 
you make a mistake, you make a mistake.” 

For Brad, just getting experience and play- 
ing time makes him eager to get the expecta- 
tion “monkey” off of his back. “Il hope | can, 
because that’s tough,” he said. “People 
around here put a lot of pressure on you 
anyway just because you play for Alabama.” 
In dealing with the pressure, Ford disci- 
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plines himself mentally in order to remain focused on his game. “I try 
to have a mental toughness, because you have to have that to play 
football,” Ford said. 

“You're going to get blocked and get beaten on pass routes, but if 
you keep that toughness it won't happen very often. If something 
goes wrong | just try to think about the positives and not about the 
distractions. Distractions will mess you up once you get on the field.” 


jobs are available for the taking. With the exodus of Johnson, 
Sam Shade and Willie Gaston, Ford starts with a wary confi- 
dence. 

“The doors are wide open,” Ford said. “But the recruits coming in 
are good, and anything can happen during the summer. Spring is re- 
ally just a place to start. 

“You have to stay a step above the freshmen coming in once fall 
comes around. In the fall a lot of things can change. You might get 
hurt and someone else will step up and take your spot, but I don’t 
think about that. I just take one day at a time.” 

With three key players graduated, coaches felt a drop-off, at least in 
the beginning, would be evident in the defensive backfield. But Ford 
and his peers disagree. 

“I knew we had some good players at defensive back from last year, 
so coming into spring it didn’t surprise me very much,” Ford said of 
the high marks the secondary received. “At the strong safety and free 
safety spots you’ve got Cedric Samuel and Andre Short, along with 
(transfers) Jeremy Pruitt and Kevin Jackson. Deshea Townsend (the 
only returning starter) is excellent at left cornerback. 

“It's solid and seems like we haven't lost a step and that they've all 
been there since last year. Once we pick up the system a little bit bet- 
ter, then we'll be a very good defensive group.” 


F or Ford and other members of the Tide secondary, the starting 


nents week-in and week-out, one would think facing that level of 

competition would be the defensive backs’ toughest assignment. 
But, according to Ford, covering his teammates is a much greater 
challenge. “The toughest part of playing defensive back at Alabama is 
covering our wide receivers,” he said. “With Marcell West, Curtis 
Brown, Toderick Malone, and Chad Key, the hardest part is keeping 
consistency day-in and day-out.” 

Facing this competition is the reason Brad cites for his improve- 
ment thus far. But, quickly, he adds that he thinks his skill should as- 
cend to another level. “The spring went all right,” Ford said. “I think 
my man-to-man technique has gotten a little better than last year, but 
it still needs some work. | also can work on playing off receivers. 
Curtis and | went against each other a lot and that’s helped.” 

Goals are always mentioned as spring concludes and fall is eagerly 
anticipated. To hear Ford speak about this 1995 Tide team, they are 
ready. “Right now we're pretty confident,” Ford said. “I don’t expect 
too much of a change. | think we're solid in every area. 

“The leadership has to come from everybody, but right now I think 
Shannon Brown is the leader of the whole bunch. John Walters is 
there, along with Deshea in the secondary. Deshea has stepped up a 
lot, and it really doesn’t seem like he’s a sophomore.” 

As 1995 nears, certainly the Tide seeks another SEC crown and 
possibly another national championship. But for Ford, his goals are 
much simpler. “I want to play as hard as | can and get a starting posi- 
tion,” Ford said. “For myself 1 didn’t set high expectations, | just 
wanted to come in and help the team out any way | can.” 

According to former Tide defensive backs, simply starting in a 
Bama secondary is an accomplishment in itself. Many former 
Alabama defensive backs have gone on to successful professional ca- 
reers, but that is something only in the back of Ford's mind. 

“1 never talk about playing pro ball,” he said. “I just want to get my 
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iE the rigors of playing against Southeastern Conference oppo- 


Brad Ford has moved into the number one position at left cornerback, 
where Tommy Johnson was an all-star for the Crimson Tide the past three 
years. Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings complimented Ford for his per- 
formance during spring practice this year. 
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education and graduate. If the Lord wants me to play professional 
football, He'll make a way. But if not, I'll get my education from The 
University of Alabama and I'll be all right.” 
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Michael Proctor: 


Football 
Is A Kick 


by Kirk McNair 


Senior should be among 
best placekickers in nation 


en Alabama football players 
got a week off from spring 
practice and classes, like 


most Bama students they headed for the 
beach. But placekickers aren’t like other 
football players. Michael Proctor went to 
Winter Park, Colorado, a skiing mecca, 
for spring break. And, not surprisingly, 
when he got there he didn’t ski. 

A placekicker has almost nothing in 
common with other football players, ex- 
cept that he is part of the team. And al- 
most no player has a better chance to be 
a standout, either as hero or goat. 

A day in the spring training life of a 
lineman or linebacker is blood and 
sweat. Skill position players endure a day 
of high-speed collisions. 

Compare that to an average day of 
practice for a placekicker: 

“We go out about 15 minutes before 
the rest of the team,” Proctor said. The 
“we” is the kickers, snappers and hold- 
ers. “That gives us a chance to loosen up. 
Then the first period of practice is kick 
rush and protection and we kick during 
that. Then we go inside and work out for 
a while. Then we come back after prac- 
tice and run with the rest of the team.” 

Whereas other players have a coach 
scrutinizing every move, making correc- 
tions, the kickers—placekickers and pun- 
ters—are basically self-coached. “Coach 
(Randy) Ross times us to make sure 
we're getting the snap and the hold and 
the kick done in the right time,” Proctor 


One of the primary objectives of spring training 
this year was to find a replacement for Bryne 
Diehl, (12) not just as a punter, but also as hold- 
er on placekicks. Michael Proctor, Bama’s All- 
America candidate kicker, believes the Tide was 
successful in that quest with back-up quarter- 
back Lance Tucker expected to handle holding 
duties. Barry Fikes Photo 
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said. “And if he sees something obvious, 
he'll point it out. But for the most part 
we watch each other and make sugges- 
tions to each other. Coach Ross knows 
we'll work it out.” The placekickers, 
Proctor and William Watts, and the pun- 
ters, Hayden Stockton and Daniel Pope, 
work together on a field away from the 
rest of practice, watch each other, and 
help each other. 

(Ross wants the placekick to take no 
more than 1.2 seconds. He said Proctor 
consistently finishes the play in 1.12 to 
1.16 seconds.) 

So, this summer, the placekicker will 
hone his skills, right? “Actually,” Proctor 
said, “I'll mostly work on my golf game. 
I don’t do much during the summer. I 
won't kick much at all. I'll work out a lit- 
ue, but not like the other guys.” 

One reason for going easy on the 
workouts is a fear of bulking up, Proctor 
said. “I don’t want to get too heavy,” he 
said. “I got up to about 200 in 1993 and 
I felt slow, felt like my leg speed was 
down.” Proctor went through spring 
training at about 185 and plans to be at 
180 when drills resume in August. 
Although the roster lists him at 5-11, he 
looks more like a 5-9. And even the 
beard he wore for the first half of spring 
training couldn’t completely disguise a 
baby face. 

But the bottom line is that Michael 
Proctor is one of the nation’s finest place- 
kickers, a very valuable weapon in the 
Alabama football arsenal. 


roctor already has a load of honors 
P= he's closing in on a handful of 
records. As he enters his final year 

he has 262 points, the third highest total 
in Crimson Tide history behind Philip 
Doyle (345) and Van Tiffin (312). 
Proctor, whose production fell to 71 
points in 1994 after he had scored 97 in 
1993 and a school freshman record 94 in 
1992, has been Bama’s leading scorer in 
each of his first three seasons. He has a 
chance of surpassing the Southeastern 
Conference scoring record of 353 points. 
He will also enter the 1995 season with 

a string of 99 consecutive extra point 
kicks made, fifth best in SEC history (the 
record is 161) and second on Alabama's 
list (the 135 by Tiffin). The one Proctor 
miss came in his first Tide game, against 
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Alabama placekicker Michael Proctor has had excellent success for the Crimson Tide football team the 
past three years and as a senior will have an opportunity to set several Alabama scoring records. This 
summer he will work on his golf game, keeping his head down and following through. 


Vanderbilt, when the kick was partially 
blocked. However, that didn’t dampen 
the freshman Proctor’s day. He earned 
SEC Player of the Week as he kicked 
four field goals in his debut. He is now 
100 for 101. 

He has been good on 54 of 72 career 


Barry Fikes Photo 


field goal attempts (75 per cent, which is 
best in Bama history) and last year hit six 
of seven attempts from inside 40 yards. 

He has had three games in which he 
was good on four field goals, including 
the 1993 Southern Miss game when he 
scored 15 points, his career best. 
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Proctor’s longest field goal was a 53- 
yarder against Ole Miss in 1993. That 
kick in Oxford gave Bama the lead at 9-7 
as the Tide went on to a hard-fought 19- 
14 win, Proctor scoring 13 points on 
four field goals and an extra point. In ad- 
dition to his 53-yarder, which is second 
longest in Tide history (Tiffin had a 57- 
yarder in 1985) and longest without a 
tee, also had field goals of 46, 49 and 22 
yards in that game. 

Proctor admits he'd like to have some 
of the Alabama and SEC records that are 
within his reach, but said, “What I really 
want is team victories, Last year’s senior 
class finished with 45 wins in four years, 
which is an Alabama record. If we can go 
undefeated this year, our class will have 
47 wins in four years. And I'd like to 
have another national championship.” 


roctor has already been named an 
Pittrnera Following his fresh- 

man year he was named Freshman 
All-America by Football News and alter 
his second season he was named AIll- 
America by the same publication. 
Following last year he was selected All- 
America by the American Football 
Coaches’ Association. Following the 
1992 season he was named to the USA 
Today Fabulous Freshman Team. 

He is a two-time All-SEC performer. 
He has been a finalist and a semifinalist 
for the Groza Award, presented to the 
nation’s top placekicker, and ranks 
among the favorites for the honor in his 
senior season. 

Perhaps the biggest kick Proctor ever 
made came last year in Alabama's 
thrilling come-from-behind 29-28 victo- 
ty over Georgia in Tuscaloosa. His 32- 
yarder with 1:12 left provided the win- 
ning points. 

“That was a big thing,” Proctor said. 
“But | was very happy with my first 
game, when I kicked four field goals, and 
with the field goal | kicked against 
Auburn to make it 17-0 in 1992.” 

Unfortunately, Proctor never got a 
chance to try what he thinks could have 
been his biggest kick. 

“Last year against Florida (in the SEC 
Championship Game in the Georgia 
Dome in Atlanta) | felt | could make it 
from anywhere,” he said. “I’ve never 
been more comfortable kicking. 1 
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No Smoking 

ne question that comes up [re- 
Oe regarding Alabama place- 

kicker Michael Proctor is: “Does 
he smoke?” Our answer has always been 
that he doesn't smoke on the practice field 
or during games, and we don’t socialize 
with him. 

“I don’t smoke and | never have,” 
Proctor said. “I’m not perfect by any 
means and | like to go out and have a good 
time. Maybe people have seen me where 
there is smoking, but things get blown out 
of proportion. Maybe it makes people feel 
important to say something derogatory 
about an Alabama football player. It 
doesn't bother me.” 

And, he added, “I chew.” 
—Kirk McNair 


thought if we could just get it inside the 
50 (on Bama’s final last ditch drive in a 
24-23 loss) I could make it.” Proctor did 
make field goals of 47, 48 and 22 yards 
in that game, the only blemish on the 
Tide's 12-1 record. 


Proctor also has one of 49 yards, one 

of 48 and two of 47. And even 
though he said, “I’d feel comfortable try- 
ing them from about 55 to 57 yards on 
in,” he said it is unlikely he will have the 
opportunity to break Tiffin’ record of 57 
yards. 

“I'm not likely to try a real long one, 
unless it just happened to come at the 
end of the half or, if we needed it, at the 
end of a game,” Proctor said. “With our 
defense it makes more sense to punt it 
down inside the 20, get them stopped, 
and start over, rather than try a long field 
goal, I understand that and agree with it. 

“But [ have confidence I can make one 
that long, and | know Coach Stallings has 
confidence in me to make it if 1 have to.” 

Proctor made a state record 60-yard 
field goal in high school and had nine ca- 
reer prep field goals of over 50 yards in 
earning All-America for Pelham. Those 
kicks were all made off a one-inch tee, 
allowed in high school but not in college 
football, “I started to try some long ones 
without the tee in high school to show 
college scouts I could do it, but it was 
more important to make the kicks,” 
Proctor said. “The fields we play on are 
maintained much better, groomed much 


E addition to his 53-yard field goal, 


better, than the fields you play on in high 
school, so you don’t really need a tee.” 

The tee is not used in professional 
football, either, and Proctor said he 
would like a chance to kick in the 
National Football League after his 
Alabama career is over. In past years 
some fine field goal kickers have been 
passed over by the pros because the kick- 
ers were not also kickoff men. Proctor 
does not kick off for Alabama. William 
Watts has that duty. However, Proctor 
thinks it is less an issue now than in past 
years. “Since the pros moved the kickoff 
back to the 35-yard line, there aren't that 
many kickoffs going into the end zone,” 
he said. “I can kickoff high to about the 
10-yard line, and that’s what they’re 
looking for." 


ead Coach Gene Stallings said 
He to the start of spring train- 

ing, “I'm not worried about find- 
ing a field goal kicker, Michael Proctor is 
one of the best kickers in America, and 
I'm glad he’s back for another year.” 

However, Bama did have constant 
work on placekicking, in part to improve 
both protection and rush and in part to 
make sure Bama has a holder this fall. 
Bryne Diehl, best known as Alabama's 
punter the past three years, was also the 
holder the last two years. 

“| think the main thing (in the place- 
kicking game) we had to do this spring 
was find a holder,” Proctor said. “And 1 
think we've found a good one in Lance 
Tucker. He got better every day. Lance 
held some last year during practice, so it 
wasn’t completely new. It’s not going to 
be a problem." 

Proctor said it was an advantage to 
have Jeff Wall, who had held for Proctor’s 
predecessor, Doyle, in 1992. “Jeff had a 
knack for being able to keep me calm, 
because he had been there for three 
years,” Proctor said. 

Beginning in 1993, Proctor's holder 
was Diehl. “That worked out well be- 
cause we are good friends and it was real 
comfortable,” he said. “I had a lot of con- 
fidence in him. 

“It’s real important that the snapper, 
holder (Chester Lewis is back for his sec- 
ond year in that chore), and kicker have 
confidence in each other and have their 
timing down. And | think we do.” 
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Joel Colgrove: 


‘Big Cat’? Big Reason For Success 


by John Barnes 


Junior right-hander has become a winner as Bama baseball gets it turned around 


s the Alabama baseball team contin- 
A« its miraculous turn-around fol- 

lowing an abysmal 1994 campaign, 
one player seemed to personify the Tide's ef- 
forts thus far in 1995. Pitcher Joel Colgrove 
has seen the best and the worst this team 
has to offer. 

For the junior right-hander from Boligee, 
the Tide’s renewed enthusiasm and winning 
attitude can be attributed directly to new 
Head Coach Jim Wells. 

Colgrove is quick to give credit to Wells 
and his assistants, but also realizes that play- 
ers win games. “What Coach Wells has done 
is help us to believe in ourselves,” said 
Colgrove. “Fall practice was tough, I’ve 
never seen anything like it in all my years 
playing ball. The physical conditioning, the 
endless work on fundamentals, it was bru- 
tal. But it’s paying off in a big way. We've got 
guys this year who are making the big play 
at the right time. That’s something we didn’t 
have too much of last year.” 

When a team believes it can win, really be- 
lieves, it’s amazing what can be accom- 
plished. Here is a team that finished the 1994 
season with a 21-35 record, including an em- 
barrassing 4-22 worksheet in Southeastern 
Conference play. By April 2 of this year, in 
only its second weekend of SEC play, Bama 
had already eclipsed its win total for the en- 
tire 1904 season. Even more impressive, by 
taking two of three from South Carolina, and 
with a three-game sweep of nationally- 
ranked Florida, Alabama’s SEC record stood 
at 5-1, one game better than all of last year. 

Although much baseball remains to be 
played, when compared to 1994, the Tide's 
fast start can be summed up in one word: 
phenomenal. 

The hiring of Wells raised more than a few 
eyebrows among those who follow Alabama 
baseball. Colgrove was no exception. “When 
it was announced that Coach Wells was 


Junior pitcher Joel Colgrove has learned that it 
takes more than the high hard one to get batters 
out. He has become a pitcher , not just a thrower. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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coming in, I didn’t know what to think,” said 
Colgrove. “I really didn't know that much 
about him, but I had to believe he was hired 
for a reason. I really can't explain it, but in 
our first team meeting, something just felt 
right. He told us what was expected of us, on 
and off the field. He told us we were going to 
start from scratch and that we would be in 
the best physical condition of our lives. The 
first week of fall practice, I've never run so 
much in my life. We had to run two miles in 
15 minutes. We had several tries at it. Most 
of us made our times, but some didn’t. 
They're not on the team any more.” 

Wells seems to have found the right mix 
of veterans and newcomers, coupled with a 
rejuvenated pitching staff, of which 
Colgrove is a big part. Tide veterans like 
Brett Taft, Joe Caruso and Chris Eilers have 
obviously put 1994 behind them and are 
having solid years. Junior college transfers 
Chris Moller, Dax Norris and Tim Young 
have stepped in and given the Tide a much- 
needed spark. 

Colgrove believes the potential has always 
been there for Bama to play good baseball, 
but things began to unravel for the Tide 
from the outset of last season. Opening the 
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season with a win over New Orleans, Bama 
proceeded to drop its next five and set the 
tone for the remainder of the season. What a 
difference a year can make. 

“This time last year, the mood of the team 
was not good,” said Colgrove. “We had no 
fire, no enthusiasm, everyone was just going 
through the motions. It got to the point 
where some of us just dreaded coming to the 
ballpark. I think everyone knew that we 
needed to change our attitude and try to be 
more positive, but no one was willing to 
step forward and take charge. We just let it 
happen.” 


rowing up in the rural Greene 
Ga community of Boligee, 

Colgrove knew nothing of the rigors 
of SEC baseball. He was “Mr. Everything” at 
Warrior Academy, a small private school in 
Eutaw, just a few miles from his family farm 
in Boligee. A starter in the seventh grade, 
Colgrove pitched as often as his arm would 
allow and played catcher when not on the 
mound, By his junior year, he was quickly 
becoming one of the hottest pitching 
prospects in West Alabama. By his senior 
season, he was flirting with the coveted 90 
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should there be questions about my order. 


miles per hour mark. Pro scouts started 
showing up in Eutaw to see the tall right- 
hander with an overpowering fastball. 

Drafted in the 32nd round by the Chicago 
White Sox, Colgrove was presented with a 
dilemma. A professional contract meant a 
nice signing bonus and a modest annual 
salary, very appealing to the average 18-year- 
old. However, Colgrove elected to go the 
college route. 

“It was a difficult decision,” he said. 
“When you're that young and somebody's 
offering you money to play baseball, you've 
got to consider it. 1 had a scholarship offer 
from Alabama and | felt it would be better 
for my development on and off the field if 1 
went ahead and played college ball. My par- 
ents thought so too.” 


aking the field in 1993 for his first 

| session of fall practice, Colgrove was 
no longer his team’s bell cow, just one 
freshman in a talented crop of pitchers. “It 
was a big change,” said Colgrove. “In high 
school, I was more of a thrower than a 
pitcher. All I threw was hard stuff and 1 
could get people out by overpowering them. 
Nobody could hit my high fastball. In col- 
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lege, even in intrasquad games, you can’t get 
away with the high heat. The strike zone is 
lower and narrower and most hitters lay off 
the high stuff. I realized in a hurry that | had 
better stop throwing and start pitching.” 

Colgrove saw little action in his freshman 
season, appearing in only eight games. 
Although he threw hard, with only one 
pitch in his repertoire it took opposing bat- 
ters little time to figure out what was com- 
ing. Still, he had his moments. In his 
Alabama debut, he worked three solid in- 
nings against South Alabama, giving up a 
run on one hit and one walk, while record- 
ing a strikeout. The majority of his work 
came as a reliever against non-SEC competi- 
tion. Toward the end of the season, however, 
he did manage to start two games, against 
Samford and Western Kentucky. 

For the year, Colgrove finished with a 1-0 
record in 26 innings of work with a 6.05 
earned run average. “I just look at that first 
year as a learning experience,” said 
Colgrove. “I got my chance, which was im- 
portant, but | just didn’t have the experience 
needed to pitch at this level. | kind of 
learned the hard way, but that’s better than 
not learning at all. 

Like the rest of his teammates, 1994 was a 
year Colgrove would just as soon forget. 
However, he did pitch well on a number of 
occasions. At other times, as Colgrove ad- 
mits, he might just as well have been throw- 
ing batting practice. His season started with 
a bang. In his first nine innings on the 
mound, he did not allow a single run while 
giving up only three hits. He walked only 
four batters and recorded four strikeouts. 
From there, things began to fall apart for the 
big righty. 

In his final 17 innings of work, Colgrove 
simply could not get anyone out. He allowed 
16 earned runs while giving up 21 hits and 
16 walks. He started three games, against 
Butler, South Florida and Alcorn State. For 
the year, he finished with no decisions and a 
5.33 ERA. Colgrove's year reflected that of 
many of his teammates. Although no one 
could deny the talent, the drive and willing- 
ness to win was missing. 

“1 don't think there's anyone on the team 
who feels good about last season,” said 
Colgrove. “It was weird because we cared, 
but at the same time, didn't care. The work 
ethic just wasn’t there. Toward the end of 
the season, I think we all just wanted it to be 
over.” 


s bad as things were for Colgrove 
and the Tide in 1994, it gave the 


team something to shoot for in 


1995. Wells brought freshness and enthusi- 
asm to a down-and-out program and so far, 
the result has been astonishing. Colgrove is 
enjoying by far his best season. “We believe 
now that we can win every time we step on 
the field,” he said. “Baseball is fun again.” 

Emerging as one of the team’s top confer- 
ence pitchers, Colgrove is firmly established 
as Bama’s regular Sunday hurler. Along with 
Chris Eilers and John Collins, the 6-4, 220- 
pound Colgrove is finally getting the chance 
to prove himself against the best the SEC 
has to offer. 

Known as “Big Cat” to his teammates, 
Colgrove has the responsibility of closing 
out each of the Tide's SEC series. Although 
his velocity is not quite what it was when he 
arrived at The Capstone, he has learned how 
to pitch, not just throw. “The fastball is still 
my best pitch,” he said, “But I've worked 
real hard to perfect a straight change and I'm 
also working on a little slider as my out 
pitch. Coach Wells and Kevin Berry have re- 
ally helped. I've learned that you can't over- 
power everybody. Sometimes you have to be 
a little crafty to get people out.” 

Through Alabama's third weekend of SEC 
play, Colgrove has pitched the way he al- 
ways knew he could. He recorded his first 
SEC win against South Carolina, pitching 
six innings while scattering eight hits and 
giving up three runs. Early in the season, 
against Illinois, he took a no-hitter into the 
last inning before running out of gas. He 
managed to finish, however, notching a 
complete game win for the first time in his 
collegiate career. 

His best outing by far came on a recent 
Sunday afternoon in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Ranked number 10 in the nation, the de- 
fending SEC champion Volunteers had won 
the previous day, making for an all-impor- 
tant “rubber game” on Sunday. Colgrove 
took charge early, dominating Volunteer hit- 
ters. He struck out five, walked only two 
and took a two-hit shutout into the ninth in- 
ning before giving way to reliever Tim 
Young. Bama hung on to take the game and 
the series, going 7-2 to start the SEC season 
for the first time since 1973. 

Following the Tennessee series, Colgrove's 
record stood at 4-0 in eight starts with a 
3.18 ERA. 

Joel Colgrove is living proof that a win- 
ning attitude and positive approach can 
make all the difference. A big part of win- 
ning is believing you can. If Colgrove and 
the Tide can continue on the torrid pace set 
early in the year, they may give SEC powers 
LSU and Auburn a serious run for their 
money. 
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Track & Field 


SEC Championships Are Coming 


by John Bradshaw 


Tide will host one of top 
sporting events in nation 


ne of the truly major sporting 
O>== is coming to the South next 

year, and later this month it will be 
possible to get something of a sneak pre- 
view. Next year Atlanta will host the 
Olympic Games. May 18-21, The University 
of Alabama will host the Southeastern 
Conference Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships, a showcase of international 
talent that historically has been a forerun- 
ning to Olympic appearances. All competi- 
tion will be at the Sam Bailey Track and 
Field Stadium. 

“This is a chance not only to see some of 
the best collegiate athletes in America, but 
also to see some of the best in the world,” 
Alabama Head Coach Doug Williamson 
said. “Many of the names you'll see at this 
meet will also be present in Atlanta a year 
from now. 

“With the exception of the NCAA 
Championships, this will be, without ques- 
tion, the best track and field meet in the 
world this year.” 

Over the past five years the SEC has 
proven to be the strongest track and field 
conference in the nation. During that time 
the SEC has had 132 athletes earn national 
champion honors and in 1994 alone SEC 
track and field performers received All- 
America recognition 184 times, 105 of 
which came in last year’s NCAA Outdoor 
Track and Field Championships. 

Despite the Arkansas’ men having won 12 
consecutive NCAA Indoor titles, the confer- 
ence has been even more dominant in the 
outdoors competition. The LSU women 
have won eight consecutive outdoor nation- 
al titles, while LSU, Tennessee and Arkansas 
have combined to win the men’s champi- 
onship six straight years. 

The last time a track and field national 
championship was not won by an SEC 
school was the 1991 indoor season, when 
the Razorbacks were in their final year as a 
member of the Southwest Conference. 

In addition to the opportunity to see some 
of the world’s elite athletes, Williamson 
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Alabama javelin thrower Joakim Nilsson owns 
the nation’s best mark in his event and will be 
looking to take the SEC title when the Crimson 
Tide hosts the SEC Championships May 18-21. 
University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 


pointed out that the SEC Championships 
offer spectators the chance to see new tech- 
nology at work. Those who have not seen 
competitive track and field in recent years 
will see new electronic timing devices which 
display the official times of each athlete as 
he or she crosses the finish line. Even in a 
photo finish, the winner is immediately de- 
termined and announced. 


his will be the 63rd annual staging of 
the SEC meet for men and the 15th 


year for women. Alabama’s men have 


won three titles (1950, 1952 and 1980), 
while the women have won twice (1986 and 
last year). Even though the Tide women are 
defending champions, the chance for a re- 
peat are slim. This is a rebuilding year for 
the Alabama women’s team, Of the 134 
points the team scored in winning the 1994 
title, graduation took performers who tallied 
103 of those points. 

The best opportunities for high finishes by 
the Alabama women are from sophomore 
Becki Wells (second in the NCAA Indoors) 
at 1500 meters and freshman Jessica Fry 
(fourth indoors) at 5000 meters. Senior 
Malin Ohlund, a 3000-meter All-America, is 
also a candidate for a strong showing, as is 
junior sprinter Carmetia Mackey, who has 
shown tremendous improvement over the 
past year. 

The outlook for the Bama men is much 
better, even with SEC Indoor 400-meter 
champion Omokaro Alohan being limited. 
Alohan suffered a broken tibia this spring 
and will not return to the track until two 
weeks prior to the meet. 

Nevertheless, the Tide men’s roster is dom- 
inated by seniors who are seasoned veterans 
of the conference circuit. 

Javelin thrower Joakim Nilsson owns the 
nation’s best mark in his event and will be 
looking to take the SEC title from defending 
champion Derek Trafas of Florida. Last year 
Trafas placed second at the national champi- 
onships, while Nilsson was third. 

Solomon Amegatcher will be seeking his 
third title at 400 meters. If he is successful it 
would mark the first time since 1956 that 
has been accomplished in the SEC. 
However, aside from stiff competition, 
Amegatcher will be battling a training deficit 
following foot surgery that sidelined him 
into March. 

Horizontal jumper Andrew Owusu is an- 
other exciting competitor for the Tide and 
he will be one of the meet favorites in both 
the long jump and triple jump. He placed 
second in both events indoors. Much of his 
competition will come from Alabama team- 
mates. David Nti-Berko has been All- 
America in the triple jump four times in his 
career, including a fourth place finish in- 
doors this year. Brian Thomas has been All- 
America three times in the long jump. 

In addition to the Alabama athletes, the 
SEC Championships will feature several re- 
turning conference champions and a hand- 
ful of defending national champions. 
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Gymnastics Wrap-up 


by Andrew Varble Il 


Tide just misses winning 
national championship, 
but had accomplishments 


close together to make room for 

Michigan on the second place tier of 
the platform, the Alabama gymnastics team 
smiled bravely, but not happily, to the crowd 
in Athens, Georgia, for this year's NCAA 
Championships. While a second place na- 
tional finish would make most teams ecstat- 
ic, Alabama's third straight runner-up per- 
formance had a tinge of disappointment. 

“As much as | know other coaches would 
love to be in this position, it’s not where | 
want to be,” Alabama Head Coach Sarah 
Patterson said. 

Despite the team's disappointment as 
bridesmaid to Utah for the second consecu- 
tive year, 1995 is not a season to be forgot- 
ten, It was a year of championships and 
records for the Crimson Tide. 

Alabama won the Southeastern 
Conference Championship, set an SEC gym- 
nastics attendance record and an Alabama 
record for attendance at a women's sporting 
event. Alabama set a school scoring record, 
as well as a new team mark in balance beam, 
and set a school, SEC and NCAA record on 
vault. 

At the NCAA Championships, Alabama 
went from the brink of elimination to the 
edge of winning. Indeed, the Tide went into 
the final rotation leading Utah, but two falls 
on the floor ended the dream. “We fought so 
hard to get to tonight, there was just noth- 
ing left,” Patterson said. In gymnastics, 12 
teams go to the national meet and six are 
eliminated in the first night of competition. 
Bama, the second-seeded team in the meet, 
barely made it to the “Super Six” as the Tide 
was a place out of advancing going to the 
final rotation in the first round. However, 
Alabama scored a season best 49.325 on the 
floor exercise to leap-frog Florida and 
Oregon State to earn a shot at the champi- 
onship. 

Alabama started its runs for the national 
title with a 49.475 on the vault, led by a trio 


S landing on the award stand, huddled 
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It Was A Very Good Year 


of 9,9 or better performances by senior 
Chasity Junkin, junior Kim Kelly and fresh- 
man Merritt Booth. The Tide scored 49.0 on 
bars, the event it had struggled with the 
night before. Sophomore Stephanie Woods 
was the Bama leader, as she was along with 
freshman Shay Murphy on balance beam, 
where the Tide scored 49.1. 

Bama went to floor exercise with the title 
in its grasp, but two who had performed 
well to get Alabama to that spot—junior 
Marna Neubauer and Booth-both had slips. 
Sophomore Meredith Willard with a 9.9 
paced the Tide to a 48.850 and a total score 
of 196.425, one-quarter point behind Utah. 

Willard finished seventh in all-around 
with a 39.225 mark. 

While Utah was winning its 10th title, 
Alabama extended its record of finishing in 
the top four for the 11th consecutive year, 
the only team to achieve that mark. Indeed, 
Alabama has not finished out of the top 
three since 1987. UCLA was fourth, while 
top seed and host Georgia flopped to fifth, 
and Oregon State was the final team among 
the Super Six. 

Four Tiders, all three sophomores and 
freshman Booth, earned All-America. Sophs 
Woods (balance beam and uneven bars), 
Kimbo Bonaventura (balance beam), Willard 
(floor exercise) and Booth (floor exercise) 
won their recognition in the individual com- 
petition that follows a day after team compe- 
tition, Second team All-America honorees 
were Willard, Bonaventura, and juniors 
Kelly and Neubauer. 


he 1995 season will also be remem- 

| bered as one of some controversy. 

Alter Bama had opened the season 

with road wins over Auburn, Oregon State 

and Penn State, and home wins over 

Kentucky and LSU (where the Tide scored a 

dual meet record 196.7), Alabama went to 
Georgia. 

Although Georgia was host for this year's 
NCAA Championships, in the dual meet 
against Alabama the Bulldogs did not pro- 
vide NCAA sanctioned bars extenders. 
Alabama works exclusively on the bars with 
extenders and, thus, could not safely per- 
form its routines at Athens. Georgia took its 
seventh straight dual meet win over 
Alabama, and the Georgia coach took some 
shots at Alabama, saying that losers look for 
excuses to lose. 

The comments by Georgia Coach Suzanne 


Yoculan made headlines across the South 
and earned her reprimands from the SEC 
and from her athletics director, Vince 
Dooley. And it also resulted in an SEC 
record attendance of 12,021 when the re- 
match came in Tuscaloosa on March 4. 
Alabama did not disappoint, rolling over 
Georgia with a school record and NCAA sea- 
son-leading score of 197.2 to Georgia's 
195.225. 

As the season had begun, Alabama ended 
dual meet competition with another win 
over cross-state rival Auburn. It was the 
final home meet for the lone Bama senior, 
Chasity Junkin, a native of Northport, and 
gave the Tide a 15-1 dual meet record. 


labama had not won an SEC title 
As 1990, and was the favorite to 

finish second to Georgia at the 
championship meet in Gainesville. However, 
even second was not a safe bet with the likes 
of highly-ranked LSU hoping to slip in. 

Alabama went to the final rotation in a dis- 
appointing fourth place. “We gathered our 
ladies together before our last rotation, the 
vault, and we told them we had to have ex- 
traordinary performances to win,” Patterson 
said. 

When the meet was over it was too close 
to call. Alabama gymnasts feared they were 
second, perhaps even third. However, 
Georgia’s name was called for third place 
and LSU's for second and the Tide had its 
title, just five-one hundredths of a point in 
front of LSU. 

Alabama’s women had given Patterson 
those “extraordinary performances.” The 
Tide had scored an NCAA record 49.750 to, 
appropriately, vault past Georgia and LSU to 
the championship. Kelly topped the Bama 
rotation with a perfect 10, her second of the 
season and third of her career. 

Patterson and LSU's D-D Pollack tied for 
“SEC Coach of the Year.” 

Gymnastics teams must compete in re- 
gional competition to make the NCAA 
Championship field, and Alabama was off to 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, for the Central 
Region. Bama won its 11th regional title 
with a school record 49.5 on balance beam 
the big event. 

It will not be a rebuilding year for 
Alabama in 1996 with only Junkin graduat- 
ing. Add to that the 1996 NCAA 
Championships will be in Tuscaloosa, site of 
Alabama's last NCAA title. 
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Spring Signings: 


Tide Continues Adding Newcomers 


by Kirk McNair 
& Donna Fromme 


Men's basketball adds 
a big man, looks for more 


Ithough the spring signing period 
A« most sports (all but football and 

volleyball) continues into the sum- 
mer, it’s already possible to see that several 
top performers have selected Alabama. 

Its a function of available recruiting infor- 
mation that about the only sport (other than 
football) which is truly watched by the aver- 
age fan is men's basketball. And it was no se- 
cret that Alabama's spring needs were for big 
men, one to three of them. The Tide’s needs 
increased slightly when it was learned that 
one early signee, Javares Anderson of 
Greenville, is not going to be eligible. 
Anderson, a 6-9 inside player who won the 
slam dunk contest in conjunction with the 
state tournament, will enter Gulf Coast 
Community College in Panama City. 

However, while junior college taketh away, 
junior college also giveth. The Tide staff of 
Coach David Hobbs has landed 6-10, 298- 
pound power forward Thalamus McGhee of 
Trinity Valley Community College in Texas. 
The Houston native averaged 13.7 points 
and 8.9 rebounds per game for Coach Leon 
Spencer's team, which went 30-8 last season. 
He had a top game of 44 points (on 19 of 21 
shooting from the floor) and 18 rebounds. 
For the year he shot 58 per cent from the 
field and 68 per cent from the free throw 
line. Alabama won McGhee in a recruiting 
battle with St. John's. 

Although McGhee's statistics are not eye- 
popping, his coach pointed out that four 
Trinity Valley players finished the year aver- 
aging in double figures and that six mem- 
bers of the team signed Division | scholar- 
ships. In the Texas-New Mexico All-Star 
Game McGhee had 30 points, 20 rebounds 
and two blocked shots. 

In addition to Anderson, Alabama signed 
two others in the early signing period, 
guards Brian Williams of Montgomery Jeff 
Davis and Anton Reese of Lithonia 
(Georgia). Guards were top priority in the 
early period and both Williams, who was 
Mr. Basketball in Alabama, and Reese have 
done very well in various all-star games. 
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Thalamus McGhee 


And the Tide may not be through. At the 
A-Day Game, a visitor to The University 
campus was 6-9 forward M.C. Mazique of 
New York. Mazique was expected to be a top 
prospect a year ago, but was unable to play 
his senior season in high school because of 
an eligibility dispute. He spent this academic 
year at Murray State in Kentucky, but not as 
a scholarshipped basketball player. He was a 
part-time student who spent the year gain- 
ing eligibility. Since he did not participate 
last year, he will have four years of eligibility 
beginning this season. The Tuscaloosa News 
has reported that Alabama has signed 
Mazique, but there has been no official con- 
firmation from The University. 


large number of upcoming high 
A= senior football players attend- 

ed the A-Day Game on unofficial vis- 
its. Among those from Alabama high schools 
who we spotted were Kenny Smith, a defen- 
sive lineman from Stevenson North Jackson, 
Andrew McGraw, offensive lineman, 
Huntsville Butler, Tim Bowens, all-around 
athlete, Killen Brooks, Bryne Malone, defen- 
sive end, Frisco City, Jud Moore, quarter- 
back, Moody, Seneca Knight, lineman, 
Alexander City Benjamin Russell, Zack 
Winkler, all-around athlete, Morris 
Mortimer Jordan, Kelvin Hines, running 
back, Tanner, Quentin Troupe, all-around 
athlete, Tanner, Fred Bishop, linebacker, 
Tuscaloosa Central, Jason Kellen, punter, 
Tuscaloosa Central, Kelvis White, lineman, 
Courtland, Tellie Embry, all-around athlete, 
Sylacauga B.B. Comer, Marcus Knight, wide 
receiver, Sylacauga B.B. Comer, Donnie 
Gosa, running back, Hackleburg, Kyle 


Allen Sanders 


Looking Ahead To Football: A-Day Visitors 


Linda Sorensen 


Alabama Assistant Coach Thad Fitzpatrick 
went to Europe looking at players. Bama’s 
reported interest in Jean Marc Krady, a 6-8, 
235-pounder in France, ended when Krady 
signed with a European professional team. 
However, the Tide is thought to be still in- 
volved with at least one player, Radislav 
Nesterovich, 6-11, 240 pounds, from 
Czechoslovakia. 

Otherwise, Bama did not fare well in 
searching the junior college ranks for men's 
basketball help. Among those identified as 
having had an interest in Alabama, forwards 
Louis Moore of Southern Union in Wadley 
picked Indiana, Sunday Adebayo of Three 
Rivers in Poplarville, Missouri, signed with 


Gallahan, lineman, Hueytown, and Jason 
Davis, linebacker, Trinity East Lawrence. 

We also spotted some prep stars from 
Mississippi, including Darryl Owen, a 
linebacker, and Eugene Clinton, a defensive 
back, both from Jackson Provine, Jamie 
Jones, a wide receiver, and Daniel Wood, a 
running back, both from Laurel, George 
Roby, defensive back from Tupelo, and Jamie 
Carter, defensive lineman from Philadelphia 
Neshoba. 

And from Tennessee we saw Courtney 
Leavitt, a placekicker from Germantown, Ed 
Sanders, a running back from Nashville 
Maplewood, and Wesley Duncan, a defen- 
sive back from Hohenwald Lewis County. 

Also on hand were Bama signees Jason 
McDonald of Theodore, Shamari Buchanan 
of Atlanta, Steve Stanley of Leighton and 
Reggie Grimes of Nashville, along with line- 
man Shawn Alexander of Quinton, who is 
going to walk on this fall. —Kirk McNair 
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Arkansas, and Godwin Owinge of Bismarck 
State in South Dakota selected Georgetown. 
Bama also lost out on forward Kendrick 
Spruel of Redemptorist High School in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. Spruel signed with Florida. 


ick Moody, who signed four incoming 
R icine for the women’s basketball 

eam in the fall signing period, has 
added power forward Amber Lacey from 
Howard Junior College in Big Springs, Texas. 
She averaged 16 points and 10 rebounds per 
game was second team All-America. 

New Baseball Coach Jim Wells is proving 
his worth on the diamond this spring, and 
had a good early signing period last fall, land- 
ing eight new players. Wells expects to sign 
several more prospects in the spring signing 
period. Two new baseballers are in the fold. 
Brad Lowell is a right-handed pitcher and 
outfielder from Theodore. The 6-2, 190- 
pounder hit .444 as a junior and ,531 as a se- 
nior for Coach David Hewes. This year he 
had five home runs and stole 12 bases in 13 
attempts. As a pitcher he had a 4-4 record, 
winning his last four games, and had a fine 
2.25 earned run average. 

Allen Sanders is a 6-3, 190-pound right- 
handed pitcher from Lee Junior College in 
Texas. He was selected for the Texas Junior 
College All-Star Game. At Deer Park High 
School he was an all-state player and selected 
for the Texas All-Star Game. His high school 
coach was Steve Maas, while Alan Karl was 
his junior college coach. 


Field Coach Doug Williamson went after 

a distance runner for Assistant Coach 
David Troy's cross country team and distance 
track squad. The first signee of the spring is 
Tim Broe of East Peoria, Illinois, the two-time 
state champion in that powerhouse track 
state. Broe is also the 3200-meter champion 
in Illinois and finished 10th in last fall's na- 
tional cross country championships. He is an 
honor student. 

Timing was not on the side of Joey Rivé 
when he came on the job in mid-June to take 
over the men's tennis program. Events a year 
ago resulted in Alabama losing its tennis 
coach, John Kreis, right at signing time in a 
year when Bama had lost three of its top four 
singles players to graduation. 

This year Rivé is adding three top players to 
the Bama program. The most highly-ac- 
claimed is Rashid Hassan, formerly ranked 
23rd in world juniors singles and top 10 in 
doubles. The native of Zimbabwe is complet- 
ing his junior college career at Tyler, Texas. 
Ariel Rivero, an incoming freshman, will 
come from John Newcomb’s Tennis Ranch 
near Austin, Texas. Rivero is from Argentina, 
but has lived in Mexico the past few years. He 
has a number of wins over ranked players. 
Also coming in as a freshman is the number 
one player in Romania, Alin Garanga, who is 
currently training in Florida. 

The fine play of Johanna Sward for Coach 
Betty Palmer's women’s golf team may be a 
factor in recruiting this year. Two new mem- 


[ was no surprise that Alabama Track and 


Marlin Added To Basketball Coaching Staff 


bers of the Tide's women's golf team are com- 
ing from Sweden. They are Theres Svedin of 
Sundsvall and Linda Sorensen of 
Norrahammar. Svedin attends the Golf 
Academy of the South in Orlando, Florida, 
where retired Alabama Golf Coach Conrad 
Rehling is a consultant. Sorensen has been 
successful in some of Sweden's most presti- 
gious tournaments, finishing second in the 
Highland Tour, fourth in the East Tour and 
fourth in the Final East Tour. She also played 
in the professional and amateur team compe- 
tition in her country, the Country divisional 
tournament. Bama signed one player in the 
early period. 

Swimming Coach Chuck Horton has added 
Keri Coy to the women's team. The Metairie, 
Louisiana, native led Chapelle High School to 
back-to-back state titles as she set the 
Louisiana state record in the 100 breaststroke 
and won that championship as a junior and 
senior. She also competed for the U.S. Junior 
National Team in 1992 and finished second 
in the 200 breaststroke and third in the 100 
breaststroke at the 1993 Olympic Festival. 

Don Staley signed four new players for the 
women’s soccer team in the early period, then 
added a transfer this spring. Bindley Bonfanti 
is a sweeper from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
who is coming from West Florida, She was an 
all-state performer and most valuable defen- 
sive player at St. Joseph’s Academy. 

Among Bama sports adding performers in 
the early period last November were women's 
tennis, gymnastics, and swimming and diving. 


Pensacola Junior College the past five years, has joined the 

Alabama staff as an assistant coach, He replaces Gregg 
Polinsky, who had served as assistant head coach under David Hobbs. 
Polinsky was recently named head coach at Georgia Southern in 
Statesboro, Georgia. 

Hobbs still has some work to do. His administrative assistant, Stu 
Brown, has joined Polinsky at Georgia Southern. Additionally, Lane 
Odom, who has served as the restricted earnings assistant coach, has 
been pursued by other staffs since the end of the season. 

The Alabama head coach said that Marlin would be involved in re- 
cruiting, on-the-floor coaching, and player relations. “He is experi- 
enced at all levels of coaching, and he definitely will be an asset to 
the continued success of our program,” Hobbs said. The Bama head 
coach also expressed pleasure in Marlin's offensive background and 
said his new assistant would be involved in implementing the 
Crimson Tide offense. 

Marlin compiled a record of 123-35 at Pensacola, including a 31-5 
record and the National Junior College championship in 1993. In 
that year he was a consensus choice for national junior college coach 
of the year. The 31-5 mark in 1993 tied the school record for wins 
and is the best record. 


B: Marlin, the very successful head basketball coach at 
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Marlin topped the 100-win mark in only four seasons, reaching that 
mark quicker than any coach in Pensacola history. In his first season 
his team upset Aquinas (Tennessee) and in 1992 his squad bested 
Three Rivers (Missouri), teams that were eventual national champi- 
ons, 

His players won numerous awards. Marlin coached national, re- 
gional and conference Players of the Year; two All-America perform- 
ers; two National All-Tournament Team players; four regional all- 
tournament choices; seven all-staters; and nine all-conference play- 
ers. Among the current college stars he coached at Pensacola is 
Auburn's Chris Davis. His players also got the job done in the class- 
room as he had three Academic All-Americas and five who earned 
Academic All-State. 

Marlin, a native of Tupelo, Mississippi, received his undergraduate 
degree in physical education from Mississippi State in 1981 and 
earned a masters degree from Northeast Louisiana in 1983, where he 
was a graduate assistant coach. 

From 1984 through 1989 he was an assistant coach and recruiting 
coordinator at Houston Baptist. Both Northeast and Houston Baptist 
made it to the NCAA Tournament during his tenure. In 1990 he was 
an assistant coach at Marshall. 

—Kirk McNair 
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BAMA SCORECARD 


Cases On Hold 

Two cases which are somewhat related both 
continue to suffer delays. A hearing had been 
scheduled in early April in former Alabama 
Assistant Coach Jerry Pullen’s defamation suit 
against former Tide player Gene Jelks in 
Atlanta. However, alter Jelks lawyer, Stan 
Kreimer, was dismissed from the case after it 
was learned he had funneled some $67,000 
to Jelks, Jelks had to retain a new attorney, 
Jonathan C. Peters. Peters had a court con- 
flict and so the April 10 hearing was post- 
poned until June 5. DeKalb County Superior 
Court Judge Linda Warren Hunter is expect- 
ed to rule on a motion to add both Kreimer 
and former Auburn booster William C. 
“Corky” Frost as co-defendants with Jelks. 

Jelks’ charges of impropriety on the part of 
Pullen led both to this suit and to an NCAA 
investigation into Alabama's athletics pro- 
gram. Although the investigation exhonorat- 
ed Alabama on the Jelks' charges, two other 
violations were uncovered in the two-year 
investigation. The University attempted to 
setttle the case through the NCAA's 
Summary Disposition procedure, but after 
an April meeting the NCAA Infractions 
Committee said it wanted to meet with 
University officials in person. The next 
meeting of the committee is in June. There 
are reports that the request means the 
NCAA will not accept The University’s self- 
imposed penalty. 


Maybe 21st? 

It's something of a joke that the plethora 
of football pre-season annuals base most of 
their predictions on information gathered 
prior to the completion of spring training. 
However, it was really something of a sur- 
prise when a weekly publication, College 
and Pro Football Newsweekly, published its 
pre-season top 20 in its March 14 issue, long 
before most teams had begun spring drills. 

The publication picked Florida State number 
one, ahead of defending national champion 
Nebraska. Alabama did not make its top 20. 

Southeastern Conference teams making 
the poll were Florida sixth, Tennessee 
eighth, and Auburn ninth. 


Grades From Knoxville 

The Knoxville News-Sentinel has published 
its spring football pre-season issue and the 
newspaper staff gave grades to each team in 
various categories. Alabama's grades were: 
Quarterbacks C, running backs B-, wide re- 
ceivers B-, offensive line C, defensive line A-, 
linebackers A-, secondary B, special teams B-. 

The newspaper named placekicker 
Michael Proctor, defensive tackle Shannon 
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Brown, linebacker Ralph Staten and corner- 
back Deshea Townsend as pre-season All- 
Southeastern Conference. 


To The Next Level 

Some aspects of the National Football 
League draft insofar as Alabama is con- 
cerned were about as expected. However, 
there were a few surprises. It was no sur- 
prise that Sam Shade was drafted in the 
fourth round by Cincinnati, but it was 
somewhat surprising that Shade went ahead 
of Damiean Jeffries (also in the fourth, to 
New Orleans) and Jay Barker (fifth to Green 
Bay). Shade probably got the nod because of 
a very good performance in pro testing, run- 
ning a sub 4.4-second 40-yard dash. 

It wasn'ta surprise that Sherman Williams 
was Bama’ first draftee, going to Dallas in 
the second round. It was a little surprising 
that punter Bryne Diehl was selected. He 
was drafted by the Giants in the seventh 
round, And it was surprising that Tommy 
Johnson and Jon Stevenson were not draft- 
ed. Four other Tide seniors had hopes of 
being drafted, but it was not a surprise that 
Tarrant Lynch, Willie Gaston, Michael 
Rogers and André Royal were by-passed. 


Fore! 

Both Alabama Head Football Coach Gene 
Stallings and recently-graduated Crimson 
Tide quarterback Jay Barker will play in the 
Bruno’s Memorial Classic HealthSouth Pro- 
Am at Birmingham's Greystone Golf Club 
Thursday, June 1. Stallings played in the 
1994 pro-am with Arnold Palmer. The 
Senior Tour professional players who will be 
playing with Stallings and Barker have not 
yet been determined. For ticket information 
call (205) 939-4653. 


Athletes Of The Year 

The Alabama Sports Writers Association 
selects a number of Athletes of the Year in 
various categories each year. This year’s win- 
ner of the Amateur Athlete of the Year for 
1994 is Alabama quarterback Jay Barker. He 
and other recipients will be honored at the 
ASWA annual convention and awards ban- 
quet in Birmingham June 11. Among others 
who will be honored is Bama basketball 
signee Brian Williams of Montgomery Jeff 
Davis, selected as Mr. Basketball. 

Barker was also chosen as College Male 
Athlete of the Year in Alabama by the 
Birmingham-based Lakeshore Foundation. 
The Foundation gives “Soaring Sington” 
awards to top athletes in various categories. 
The awards are named for former Alabama 
All-America Fred Sington, Sr. Others select- 


ed by Lakeshore are Bama women’ basket- 
ball All-America Niesa Johnson as College 
Female Athlete of the Year and former 
Alabama golfer Steve Lowery, now a member 
of the PGA Tour, as the Professional Athlete 
of the Year. 


Football Media Guide 

One of the best ways to know about 
Alabama’s upcoming football team (as well 
as have a record of the Crimson Tide foot- 
ball program) is to order the 1995 Alabama 
Football Media Guide. The guide will be 
available for mailing in early August. To 
order send a check for $15 payable to 
University of Alabama to Football Media 
Guide, Box 870391, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487. 

Other guides, which will be available later 
in the 1995-96 year, which may be ordered 
are the men's basketball ($10), baseball ($8) 
and gymnastics ($8). 


Better Late Than Never 

Alabama baseball had a couple of almost- 
forgotten events after the Crimson Tide 
swept 13th ranked Florida in a baseball se- 
ries to end the month of March and start the 
month of April. Following that game the 
Tide of new Head Coach Jim Wells made its 
way into all of the national rankings. Bama, 
almost a unanimous choice to finish last in 
the SEC West Division this year, also found 
itself tied for the SEC lead with a 5-1 record 
after the first two conference series of the 
year. That bettered the entire 1994 SEC win 
total for Alabama. 

Bama, which had not been nationally 
ranked since the end of the 1991 season, 
was rated 22nd by Collegiate Baseball and 
23rd by both Baseball America and USA 
Today/Baseball Weekly. 

However, a sobering thought is that all six 
SEC West Division teams were ranked 
among the nation’s top 25, LSU fifth, 
Auburn seventh, Arkansas 15th, Mississippi 
State 16th and Ole Miss 25th, Additionally, 
Tennessee and Florida from the SEC East 
Division were also ranked. 

Bama's sweep of Florida resulted in 
Crimson Tide first baseman Chris Moller 
being named SEC Player of the Week, the 
first time an Alabama player had been hon- 
ored since Joe Vitiello was selected in 1991. 
Against Florida Moller was 7 for 14 with 
one double, two triples and one homer (a 
10th inning game-winner) and drove in 
eight runs. 

And when Bama took two of three games 
from 10th ranked Tennessee in Knoxville, it 
gave the Crimson Tide a 7-2 conference 
record, Alabama's best start since 1973. 
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Wells Top Rookie 

When Alabama defeated Samford, 15-2, in 
a baseball game on April 6, it gave the 
Crimson Tide a 22-9 record, and made new 
Head Coach Jim Wells the winningest first- 
year coach in Alabama baseball history. The 
previous record was set by ].W.H. Pollard 
with his 1907 team, a squad that went 21-7. 


Basketball Honors 

The Tuscaloosa Tipoff Club's annual ban- 
quet to honor the Alabama basketball team 
may as well put the Most Valuable Player 
Trophy in a closet. It is Head Coach David 
Hobbs’ contention that a team doesn’t have a 
most valuable player, that all members of 
the team are equally valuable, So Antonio 
McDyess, who led Alabama in both scoring 
and rebounding, had to be content with 
earning the awards for being the top re- 
bounder and for hustle. 

Wade Kaiser received the Hayden Riley 
Scholastic Award for the third straight year 
and also received his 1995 Academic All- 
SEC certificate. Artie Griffin was winner of 
the Guy Lee Turner Memorial Defensive 
Player Award. 


Banquet No-Shows 

Graduating men’s basketball players Jason 
Caffey and Jamal Faulkner had to miss this 
year’s awards banquet as they were partici- 
pating in the Portsmouth Invitational in 
Virginia. The tournament is for the benefit 
of professional scouts to look at graduating 
seniors before the draft. Caffey was in dou- 
ble figures in both scoring and rebounding 
in all three games of the tournament, aver- 
aging 16.7 points and 11.7 rebounds per 
game, while Faulkner averaged 18 points 
and 2.7 rebounds in his three games. 

Caffey was also selected for the National 
Association of Basketball Coaches All-Star 
Game, played in Seattle in conjunction with 
the Final Four. Caffey was on the losing East 
Team, but played well, scoring 10 points on 
four-of-four shooting from the field and 
two-of-two free throws and hauled down 
five rebounds and blocked a shot in 20 min- 
utes of play. 

Since the inception of the NABC game in 
1963, Alabama ranks fourth in number of 
players selected with 11. Previously selected to 
play in the game were Charles Cleveland in 
1975, Leon Douglas in 1976, T.R. Dunn in 
1977, Anthony Murray in 1978, Reggie King 
in 1979, Eddie Phillips in 1982, Bobby Lee 
Hurt in 1985, Michael Ansley in 1989, Melvin 
Cheatum in 1991 and Robert Horry in 1992. 

Caffey made a final all-star appearance in 
the Nike Desert Classic in Phoenix in April. 
That tournament is coached by former NBA 
coaches (Bill Russell, Al Attles, Bob Bass, 
Cotton Fitzsimmons) and is strictly for the 
benefit of pro scouts. 
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Three-Point No-Show 

One of the sidelights of the Final Four is 
the Three-Point Shootout, a competition 
among the nation’s top women’s outside 
shooters. Bama All-America guard Niesa 
Johnson was invited to this year’s Shootout in 
Seattle, However, Johnson missed the compe- 
tition in order to be in Minneapolis (site of 
the women’s Final Four), where she and 
other Kodak All-America selections were 
honored. It was the second consecutive year 
for Johnson to be named to the Kodak team, 
which is selected by the Women's Basketball 
Coaches’ Association. She was also selected 
first team All-America by the Associated Press 
and by the United States Basketball Writers. 


National Invitee 

Niesa Johnson is one of 27 players invited 
to the 1995-96 USA Basketball Women’s 
Senior National Team Trials. The trials will 
be May 18-24 in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, with those making the squad be- 
ginning a year of play and practice in prepa- 
ration for the Olympic Trials. Although 
Johnson would like to play professionally in 
Europe, if she has a chance to make the 
United States Olympic Team she has said 
she will postpone her professional quest. 


Tide Women Lose Two 

Two members of the 1994-95 Alabama 
women's basketball team will discontinue 
their careers, both because of knee injuries. 
Tonya Tice and Shondra Fuller will retire on 
the advice of their physicians. 


All-Star Signees 

Alabama men's basketball signee Brian 
Williams of Montgomery Jeff Davis has been 
on the all-star circuit. Williams played in the 
Magic Johnson All-Star Classic in Detroit 
and he and fellow guard signee Anton Reese 
were selected to play in the Converse All- 
Star Game in Columbia, South Carolina, in 
April. Additionally, Williams was picked to 
play in the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star 
Game on June 10 at the University of North 
Alabama in Florence. 

Bama women's signee LaTrish Jones of 
Huntsville Johnson was picked for the 
Alabama girls team to play in the Alabama- 
Mississippi All-Star Game. 


Let ’BAMA Know 


The next issue of "BAMA magazine will be 
the August issue, which will be mailed in 
late July, and if you change addresses be- 
tween now and then be sure to let us. know. 
Otherwise, your issue could be very late, or 
even non-existent. 

If possible, send a copy of your current 
mailing label with your new address to 
"BAMA, P.O. Box 6104, Tuscaloosa, AL 
35486. 


Diver Comes Through 

Alabama's men's swimming and diving team 
showed the effects of the loss of six seniors 
from last year’s team. The Crimson Tide 
could manage only a 26th place finish at this 
year’s NCAA Championships. A Bama diver 
did most of the scoring with sophomore 
Rafael Alvarez finishing ninth in platform and 
11th off one-meter to earn double honorable 
mention All-America honors, Junior Alex 
Voris also earned honorable mention with a 
L5th place finish in the 100 freestyle. 


Renovations 

The Aquatic Center, home to Alabama 
swimming and diving, is being renovated at 
a cost of about $750,000. The men’s and 
women’s locker rooms are being re-done and 
the pool area is receiving a paint and tile 
job, new pool surface, upgraded lighting and 
a new sound system. 

Work is on-going on the addition to 
Coleman Coliseum, which is adding offices 
and dressing rooms for gymnastics, volley- 
ball and soccer and a practice area for vol- 
leyball. The work is expected to last at least 
another year. 


Academic All-SEC 

Four members of Coach Betty Palmer's 
women's golf team have earned Academic 
All-SEC. They are Julie Pelchar, Stacy 
Buersmeyer, Johanna Sward and Meg 
Lindsey. Lindsey is a repeat honoree. 


No Kickoff 

There was a curious report recently re- 
garding the 1995 Kickoff Classic, one that 
was a little bit insulting to Auburn and 
Florida football teams, and which was not 
accurate. 

When Penn Siate pulled out of considera- 
lion to play in the 1995 Kickoff Classic, it 
was reported that the Nittany Lions were in- 
terested only if they could play a big-name 
opponent, Notre Dame, Miami or Alabama. 
The article went on to say that Auburn and 
Florida were both interested, but Penn State 
wanted a national name team. After that 
Penn State was also accused by some colum- 
nists of “ducking” Florida and Auburn. 

The fact is, neither Auburn nor Florida (or 
Alabama or any other Southeastern 
Conference team) can play in the Kickolf 
Classic. SEC rules prohibit SEC teams from 
playing in a preseason game. SEC teams are 
limited to 13 games: 11 regular season 
games, the SEC Championship Game, and a 
bowl game. 

Alabama Athletics Director Hootie Ingram 
said Bama was never contacted about the 
game. 

Boston College and Ohio State, Bama’s op- 
ponent in last season's Citrus Bowl, will play 
in the Kickoff Classic. 
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1995 Alabama Spring Sports Results 


Baseball 
Opponent Time/ 


UofA Score Opp. Score 
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April 25 
April 26 
April 28 
April 29 
April 30 
May 3 
May 5 
May 6 
May 7 
May 9 
May 10 
May 12 
May 13 
May 14 
May 18- 
May 21 


Middle Tennessee 1 (11 innings) 

Middle Tennessee 2 

Troy State 1 

Northeast Louisiana 5 

Northeast Louisiana 0 

Northeast Louisiana8 (13 innings) 
Austin Peay rained out 

Samford 

Penn State 

Penn State 

Penn State 

West Florida 
Continental Aggie Classic 
@ College Station, Texas 
@ Texas ASM 

New Mexico 

Illinois 

New Mexico 

Illinois 

@ Texas ASM 
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Western Michigan 

Western Michigan 

Western Michigan 

South Alabama 

South Alabama 

South Carolina 

South Carolina 

South Carolina 

Auburn @ Hoover 

Florida 

Florida 

Florida 4 (10 innin 
Auburn @ Huntsville 
Samford 

@ Tennessee 

@ Tennessee 

@ Tennessee 
Alabama-Birmingham 
@ Mississippi State 

@ Mississippi State 

@ Mississippi State 
Livingston 

Ole Miss 

Ole Miss 

Ole Miss 

@ Notre Dame 

@ Note Dame 

@LSU 

@LSU 

@LSU 

@ Samford 

Arkansas 

Arkansas 

Arkansas 

@ Alabama-Birmingham 
@ Middle Tennessee 
Auburn @ Montgomery ; 
@ Auburn 6 p.m. 
@ Auburn 1:30 p.m. 
SEC Tournament 

@ Starkville 
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all times central 
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Men's Tennis 

Date/ Opponent 
UofA Score Opp. Score 

@ Miami 

Pepperdine @ Miami 

Southern Miss 

Southwest Louisiana 
SEC-Big 10 Challenge @ Knoxville 

Minnesota 

Ohio State 


Alabama-Birmingham 
Ole Miss 
Blue-Grey Championships @ Montgomery 
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0 Mississippi State 6 
3 Miami 4 
2 Aubum 4 
2 Tennessee 5 
3 Middle Tennessee 4 

@ Nashville 
1 @ Kentucky 4 
2 @ Vanderbilt 5 
0 @ Florida 7 
2 Aubum 5 
NM Arkansas 6 
0 @ Georgia 7 
1 @ South Carolina 5 
0 Mississippi State 7 
2 LSU 5 
April 27- SEC Championships 
April30 @ Baton Rouge 
May 12-14 NCAA Regionals @ TBA 
May 20- NCAA Championships 
May 28 ‘@ Athens, Georgia 

Men's Golf 

Date Event Result 


Feb.18- —_ Gator Invitational 

Feb, 19 @Gainesville 13th of 15 teams 
Feb. 24 Queen's Harbour Intercollegiate 
Feb. 26 @ Jacksonville, Fla. lth of 15 
Mar. 24- — Southeastern Intercollegiate 
Mar.26 @ Montgomery 15th of 18 
Mar. 31- —- Carpet Capital Classic 

April 2 @ Dalton, Georgia 14th of 15 
April21- Billy Hitchcock Intercollegiate 
April23 @Aubum 10th of 12 teams 
May 12- = SEC Championships 

May 14 @ Vanderbilt 

May 18-20 NCAA Regionals @ TBA 

May3l- | NCAA Championships 

June 3 @ Columbus, Ohio 


Men's Track & Field 

Date Event Result 
Mar. 24- Alabama Relays 
Mar, 26 @ Tuscaloosa non-scoring 
April 6- Sea Ray Relays 
April 8 @ Knoxville non-scoring 
April 15 SEC Five-Way 

@ Starkville 2nd 
April 22 Crimson Classic 

@ Tuscaloosa non-scoring 


April 28- — Drake Relays 

Apr. 29 @ Des Moines, lowa 
May 7 Auburn Invitational 
May 18- SEC Championships 
May 21 @ Tuscaloosa 

May 31- NCAA Championships 
June3 @ Knoxville 

June 14- USA Championships 
June 17 @ TBA 


Women's Tennis 


Date/ Opponent 
UofA Score Opp. Score 
6 South Alabama 
Feb. 2- Rolex National Indoors 
Feb. 5 @ Dallas 
6 Miami 1 
5 Alabama-Birmingham 2 
4 Clemson 5 
6 @ Indiana 1 
2 @ Notre Dame 7 
7 Mobile College 2 
5 Syracuse @ Kansas 1 
5 @ Kansas 2 
3 South Carolina 6 
2 @ Auburn 6 
6 Tennessee 2 
2 @ Ole Miss 6 
4 @ LSU 5 
6 @ Kentucky 3 
0 @ Georgia 9 
7 Mississippi State 2 
5 Arkansas 1 
0 Florida 6 
1 Vanderbilt 5 
April 26- © SEC Championships 
April30  @ Auburn 
May 12- NCAA Championships 
May 20 = @ Pepperdine, California 
Women's Golf 
Date Event Result 
Mar.3-  —_— Lady Gator Invitational 
Mar. 5 @ Gainesville 13th of 13 teams 
Mar.17- _ LSU-Fairwoods Invitational 
Mar.19 @Baton Rouge 9th of 17 teams 
Mar. 24- South Carolina Intercollegiate 
Mar.26 @Columbia 15h of 15 teams 
April 14- Women’s Southern Intercollegiate 
Aprill6 @Athens, Ga. 12th of 15 teams 
April 21- SEC Championships 
April23. @Nashville 11thof11 teams 
May 1l- NCAA Regionals 
May 13 @Memphis 
May 24- NCAA Championships 
May 27 @ Wilmington, N.C. 
Women's Track & Field 

Date Event Result 
Mar. 24- Alabama Relays 
Mar.26 @ Tuscaloosa non-scoring 
April6- Sea Ray Relays 
April 8 @ Knoxville non-scoring, 
Aprill5 SEC Five-Way 

@ Starkville 4th 
April 22 Crimson Classic 

@ Tuscaloosa non-scoring 
April 28- Drake Relays 
Apr.29  @ Des Moines, lowa 
May 7 Auburn Invitational 
May 18- SEC Championships 
May 21 @ Tuscaloosa 
May 31- NCAA Championships 
June 3 @ Knoxville 
June 14- USA Championships 
Junel7 @TBA 
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“Pardon me. 
Would you kindly 
explain that call?” 


a ——_lUC 


Y ] Please send me one 
es e of ‘BAMA for only 
Total amount enclosed __ for subscriptions. 


Alabama residents add $2.00 sales tax each order 
Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


Make check payable to: "BAMA Magizine 


Our Subscribers Know See eeeeeeeeseeseeeeeeeeee eeoeesesesees 
What lala Really Said. Payment Enclosed 1 Mastercard LJ Visa 0 


: ee mente Bank Card # 
Bama Magazine has been giving Alabama fans the inside story on all aspects 
of Crimson. Tide football since 1979. Our readers get the facts and figures, Signature 
but also get the story behind the story. We profile the stars and the stars-to- PLEASE PRINT: 


be, coaches, and even the stars of yesteryear as we remember Alabama tradi- 
tion. And for the best and most accurate recruiting information, nothing 
compares. A subscription brings you 10 full-color magazines and 14 
newsletters mailed first class. We don’t stop with football season, either. 
Keep up with all Alabama sports, August through May. Great gilt idea, too! 


ESIOE THE CRRUESON TIDE 


Denny Chimes, perhaps the most 
recognizable structure on the Alabama 
campus, is the initial issue of the 
University of Alabama Collection by 
Collegiate Collectables™. This 
handpainted ceramic collectible, with 
issue size strictly limited to 3000 pieces, 
has been meticulously designed and 
craftedNndividual pieces are produced 
only during the year of issuance after 
which production is halted and the 
molds destroyed. 


Denny Chimes will be a beautiful 
addition to your home or office and a 
perfect way to show the pride you have 
for Alabama. Additional buildings and 
landmarks will be produced and 
released annually, each limited in issue 
size to protect the value and 
collectability of each piece. 


In addition, each Collegiate Collectable™ 
~ is officially licensed and authorized by 
the institution. Revenues generated 
by licensed products assist the 
university in carrying out its 
educational mission through 
scholarships and 
academic programs. 


Not Shown Actual Size 


$69 95 


(Shipping and Handling add $7.50) 
(AL Residents add 8% Sales Tax) 


0. Drawer 360207 + Birmingham, AL 35236 


P. 
Also Available: Samford Hall, Auburn University 


Call 1-800-240-7667 or 


Available At : 


